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8. The Book of Romans 1:10-16 
Paul’s Epistle to the Romans 

A message by Pastor Phil Ballmaier 
(2-22-23) 

 
 

Find this weeks’ Study Audio & Video Here 
 
 
Romans 1:8–10 (NKJV) 
8 First, I thank my God through Jesus Christ for you all, that your faith is spoken of throughout the whole 
world. 9 For God is my witness, whom I serve with my spirit in the gospel of His Son, that without ceasing I 
make mention of you always in my prayers, 10 making request if, by some means, now at last I may find a way 
in the will of God to come to you.  
 
Paul wrote this 3 years before he sailed for Rome—and he didn’t go first class, he went ‘prisoner class’. 
(Comment) 
 
When he arrived in Rome he was allowed to stay in his own rented house where he remained for two years 
under house arrest while waiting to appear before Caesar and present his case. 
 
The Book of Acts ends with these words: “Then Paul dwelt two whole years in his own rented house, and 
received all who came to him.” (Acts 28:30) 
 
During this time (A.D. 60-62) he entertained visitors and ministered, he taught the Scriptures, preached the 
gospel, and wrote 4 epistles that came to be known as the ‘prison epistles’ (Ephesians, Philippians, Colossians, 
and Philemon). 
 
It’s important to note that Paul didn’t refer to himself as “a prisoner of Rome or Caesar”—but a “prisoner of 
Jesus Christ.” (Ephesians 3:1) 
 
You see as long as Paul was being faithful in doing the work that God had given him to do (preaching the gospel 
of Jesus Christ) even if it landed him in jail—he didn’t see himself as a prisoner of man but as a prisoner of his 
Lord Jesus Christ to whom he had already surrendered his life. 
 
And having that mindset and perspective on life it didn’t matter what circumstance he found himself in—he was 
still a bondslave (a willing, voluntary slave) of Jesus Christ and he needed to continue his ministry. 
 
Philippians 1:12–14 (NLT)  
12 And I want you to know, my dear brothers and sisters, that everything that has happened to me here has 
helped to spread the Good News. 13 For everyone here, including the whole palace guard, knows that I am in 
chains because of Christ. 14 And because of my imprisonment, most of the believers here have gained 
confidence and boldly speak God’s message without fear.  
 
For Paul his circumstances and surroundings didn’t change anything—it was just a new opportunity to share 
Christ with others. 
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Philippians 4:21–22 (NKJV) 
21 Greet every saint in Christ Jesus. The brethren who are with me greet you. 22 All the saints greet you, but 
especially those who are of Caesar’s household. 
 
Romans 1:10 (NKJV) 
10 making request if, by some means, now at last I may find a way…to come to you.  
 
One of the burdens of Paul’s prayer was that God would permit him to visit Rome and minister to the churches 
there.  
 
He would have visited them sooner—but his missionary work had kept him busy (Romans 15:15–33).  
 
He was about to leave Corinth (where he had been staying for 3 months at the home of Gaius) for Jerusalem to 
deliver the special offering received from the Gentile churches for the poor Jewish believers who were dealing 
with hardships due to famine.  
 
He hoped he would be able to travel from Jerusalem to Rome—and then on to Spain so as to carry the gospel to 
that area of the world.  
 
Romans 1:11 (NKJV) 
11 For I long to see you, that I may impart to you some spiritual gift, so that you may be established… 
 
Unlike many in the ministry today—Paul didn’t want anything from them, he wanted to give something to them. 
 
Paul would go on to say that he considered himself a spiritual parent to those he ministered to and that—'It’s 
the responsibility of the parents to give to the children and not the children having to give to their parents.’ 
 
Jesus set the example—“I have not come to be served but to serve and to give My life a ransom for many.” 
 
Paul told the Corinthians—“I don’t want your possessions, I want you!” 
 
But you can’t outgive God—just make sure your motives are pure: 
 
Luke 6:38 (NLT)  
38 Give, and you will receive. Your gift will return to you in full—pressed down, shaken together to make room 
for more, running over, and poured into your lap. The amount you give will determine the amount you get 
back.”  
 
Romans 1:11–12 (NKJV) 
11 For I long to see you, that I may impart to you some spiritual gift, so that you may be established—12 that is, 
that I may be encouraged together with you by the mutual faith both of you and me. 
 
The great apostle Paul, one of the most (if not the most), brilliant theologians who has ever lived was humble 
enough to receive from the young Christians living in Rome—and that was one of the reasons God used him so 
powerfully.  
 
“I long to see you!”—this is the pastor’s heart in Paul being expressed. 
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Some of the saints in Rome were very dear to Paul, such as “Priscilla and Aquila” (Romans 16:3–4), who risked 
their lives for him; “the beloved Persis” (Romans 16:12); and others who had labored and suffered with Paul.  
 
But he also loved the believers that he did not know—and he longed to be able to share some spiritual gift with 
them.   
  
The Greek word translated “gift” is charisma, which means a “gift of grace”—a spiritual enablement the source 
of which is the Holy Spirit. (1 Timothy 4:14) 
 
Paul was looking forward to a time of mutual blessing in the love of Christ. 
 
Romans 1:11, 13 (NKJV)  
11 For I long to see you… 13 Now I do not want you to be unaware, brethren, that I often planned to come to 
you (but was hindered until now), that I might have some fruit among you also, just as among the other 
Gentiles.  
 
Paul had often planned to visit Rome—but had been hindered. 
 
Perhaps he had been hindered by the pressing needs of churches in other areas—or perhaps by the direct 
restraint of the Holy Spirit—or perhaps by the opposition of Satan.  
 
He desired to have some fruit among the Gentiles in Rome as he had among other Gentiles in different places 
his missionary endeavors had taken him.  
 
Scripture catalogs 3 kinds of spiritual fruit:  
 
1)  Spiritual attitudes that characterize a Spirit-filled believer (Galatians 5:22, 23);  
 
2) Righteous actions (6:22; Philippians. 4:16, 17; Hebrews 13:15); and  
 
3) New converts (16:5). 
 
Here I believe Paul is speaking of the ‘fruit of the gospel’ (converts)—as the next two verses (v.14-15) reveal. 
 
Romans 1:14-15 (NKJV)  
14 I am a debtor both to Greeks and to barbarians, both to wise and to unwise. 15 So, as much as is in me, I am 
ready to preach the gospel to you who are in Rome also. 
 
“I am a debtor [‘one obligated or bound by duty’]…” 
 
And this goes back to the first thing he said about himself to open this epistle—Paul called himself a ‘bondslave 
of Jesus Christ.’ (v.1) 
 
His duty was to his Master Jesus Christ who had entrusted him with something that was absolutely priceless—
the antidote that would cure the effects of the fall and heal people of a fatal disease called sin. 
 
Therefore, Paul owed the human race a debt to faithfully get this cure (the gospel) to as many people as possible 
before they died in their sins and spent eternity in hell. 
 
“I am a debtor both to Greeks and to barbarians…” 
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The Greeks were Greeks, and the barbarians were everyone else who was not Greek. (Comment) 
 
Romans 1:14 (NKJV) 
14 I am a debtor both to Greeks and to barbarians, both to wise and to unwise. 
 
One author said— 
   “The Greeks considered every non-Greek a barbarian. Steeped in centuries of philosophy, the Greeks saw 
themselves as wise and everyone else as foolish. But Paul felt an obligation to all men, just as we need to feel a 
burden for the whole world.” (John 3:16) 
 
Romans 1:14–16 (NKJV) 
14 I am a debtor both to Greeks and to barbarians, both to wise and to unwise. 15 So, as much as is in me, I am 
ready to preach the gospel to you who are in Rome also. 16 For I am not ashamed… 
 
In these 3 verses Paul gives us the mindset that we all must have if we’re going to be effective 
missionaries/evangelists for our Master Jesus Christ: 
 
1) ‘I am a debtor’ 
 
2) ‘I am ready’ 
 
3) ‘I am not ashamed’ 

 
Those things have to be in place in our lives—they are essential to any bondslave of Jesus Christ if we are going 
to fulfill the Great Commission. 
 
And so, to discharge the debt he owed the human race, as one sent by his Master Jesus Christ—Paul was ready 
to ‘preach the gospel to those in Rome’.  
 
It was surely not to the believers in Rome, as this verse might seem to suggest, for they had already responded 
to the good news of God. 
 
No, Paul is saying that he is ready to preach to the unsaved Gentiles in the great imperial city of Rome! 
 
And then, in verses 16 and 17 Paul gives us the theme of the whole Book of Romans— 
 
Romans 1:16–17 (NKJV) 
16 For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ, for it is the power of God to salvation for everyone who 
believes, for the Jew first and also for the Greek. 17 For in it the righteousness of God is revealed from faith to 
faith; as it is written, “The just shall live by faith.” 
 
The Gospel reveals a righteousness that is by faith.  
 
In the Old Testament, righteousness (practically speaking—Gen.15:6)—but the Jewish people soon discovered 
they could not obey God’s Law and meet His righteous demands (sinless perfection).  
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Jeremiah 31:31–33 (NKJV)  
31 “Behold, the days are coming, says the Lord, when I will make a new covenant with the house of Israel and 
with the house of Judah—32 not according to the covenant that I made with their fathers in the day that I took 
them by the hand to lead them out of the land of Egypt, My covenant which they broke, though I was a husband 
to them, says the Lord. 33 But this is the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after those days, says 
the Lord: I will put My law in their minds, and write it on their hearts; and I will be their God, and they shall be 
My people.  
 
Then at the end of verse 17 Paul quotes Habakkuk 2:4: “The just shall live by his faith.”  
 
This verse is quoted three times in the New Testament: Romans 1:17; Galatians 3:11; and Hebrews 10:38.  
 
These three books taken together form a 3-volume commentary on one of the most foundational truths of 
Christianity—“The just shall live by his faith.”   
 
Romans explains “the just”; Galatians explains “shall live”; and Hebrews explains “by faith”.  
 
Paul lays out the gospel in the first few verses—and then he distills it down to its main parts in verses 16-17. 
 
We will continue this next time. 
 
************ 
 
If you would like to know more about what it means to be a Jesus-follower—please reach out to us. It would be 
our greatest privilege to lead you into a saving relationship with Jesus Christ. 
 
Want to know more?  Click here. 
Reach out to us here. 
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