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83. The Book of Revelation—18:9-20   
A message by Pastor Phil Ballmaier 

(6-15-22) 
 
 

Find this weeks’ Study Audio & Video Here 
 

So, in our study in Revelation, we are currently in Chapter 18 where God is judging and destroying commercial 
Babylon’—which will be the commercial capital of the world during the reign of the Antichrist. As discussed 
previously, many people believe that the Babylon of Revelation 18 will literally be the ancient city of Babylon 
rebuilt on the Euphrates River in modern Iraq. 
 
Others believe it will be some other major city of the world (New York, London, Paris etc.) that is being 
metaphorically referred to as Babylon. 
 
Whatever the city and wherever it is located—it will be the capital of the political power and commercial wealth 
of the Beast (Antichrist) and his kingdom during the Tribulation Period. 
 
Revelation 18:8-10 (NKJV)  
8  Therefore her plagues will come in one day--death and mourning and famine. And she will be utterly burned 
with fire, for strong is the Lord God who judges her. 9  "The kings of the earth who committed fornication and 
lived luxuriously with her will weep and lament for her, when they see the smoke of her burning, 10  standing 
at a distance for fear of her torment, saying, 'Alas, alas, that great city Babylon, that mighty city! For in one 
hour your judgment has come.'  
 
Commentators prior to the nuclear age said that a city can’t be destroyed in one hour—so therefore the 
language must be allegorical. I believe nuclear destruction is in view here seeing as how the whole city is utterly 
destroyed in a single hour and how the kings of the earth are standing a good distance away for fear of her 
torment (‘radiation’?).  
 
Revelation 18:11 (NKJV)  
11 And the merchants of the earth will weep and mourn over her, for no one buys their merchandise anymore:  
 
The word translated “weep” (verses 9 and 11) means “a loud lamentation—to wail and howl.”   
 
Note that the merchants are not weeping for their sins or for the sins of the city—but for themselves—in other 
words, they are wailing loudly because they have lost valuable customers!  
 
This is what Paul called, in a different context—“the sorrow of the world”— 
 
2 Corinthians 7:9-10 (NKJV)  
9  Now I rejoice, not that you were made sorry, but that your sorrow led to repentance. For you were made sorry 
in a godly manner... 10  For godly sorrow produces repentance leading to salvation, not to be regretted; but the 
sorrow of the world produces death. 
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God has brought an end to their life of luxury and wealth and they’re weeping and howling—but none of it 
contains repentance.  Then, so that we don’t try to spiritualize this passage—the Holy Spirit writing through John 
lists 28 items of merchandise that comprised the merchants’ cargoes (freight): 
 
Revelation 18:12-13 (NKJV)  
12 merchandise of gold and silver, precious stones and pearls, fine linen and purple, silk and scarlet, every kind 
of citron wood, every kind of object of ivory, every kind of object of most precious wood, bronze, iron, and 
marble; 13 and cinnamon and incense, fragrant oil and frankincense, wine and oil, fine flour and wheat, cattle 
and sheep, horses and chariots, and bodies and souls of men.  
 
The Holy Spirit took the time to list all of these commodities to show us they are literal commerce—and 
therefore that the Babylon of Revelation 18 is a literal city. And take note that all of these items are luxuries—
not necessities.  
 
It gives us a picture of how unbridled materialism will dominate and control the people of the world just prior to 
God destroying the capital city of the Antichrist’s global government. We’re talking about the wealthy not the 
poor—the middleclass will be gone.  So, the wealthy will have all the necessities they need and all the luxuries 
they want—and the poor will exist to serve the wealthy. 
 
Remember that the destruction of commercial Babylon will take place at the end of the Great Tribulation 
Period—just prior to the return of Jesus to establish His Kingdom. 
 
There are many who believe that in Matthew 24:36-41 (Matthew 24 contains the events that will take place just 
prior to Jesus’ return) the Rapture is in view and not the Second Coming. 
 
Matthew 24:36-42 (NKJV)  
36  "But of that day and hour no one knows, not even the angels of heaven, but My Father only. 37  But as the 
days of Noah were, so also will the coming of the Son of Man be. 38  For as in the days before the flood, they 
were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, until the day that Noah entered the ark, 39  and did 
not know until the flood came and took them all away, so also will the coming of the Son of Man be. 40  Then two 
men will be in the field: one will be taken and the other left. 41  Two women will be grinding at the mill: one will 
be taken and the other left. 42  Watch therefore, for you do not know what hour your Lord is coming.  
 
Those that believe that this is talking about the Rapture do so because they can’t imagine that there will be any 
‘normalcy’ at this point in the Great Tribulation (“marrying and giving in marriage” etc.)—and yet Revelation 18 
seems to contradict that.  
 
Proverbs 11:4 (NKJV)  
4 Riches do not profit in the day of wrath, but righteousness delivers from death.  
 
James 5:1-3 (NKJV)  
1 Come now, you rich, weep and howl for your miseries that are coming upon you! 2 Your riches are corrupted, 
and your garments are moth-eaten. 3 Your gold and silver are corroded, and their corrosion will be a witness 
against you and will eat your flesh like fire. You have heaped up treasure in the last days.  
 
Last on the list (and most disturbing)—is the statement that during this time one of the things the merchants of 
the earth will deal in will be the buying and selling of human beings—“the bodies and souls of men” (Revelation 
18:13). 
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Or in other words, human trafficking (the buying and selling of slaves) will be big business during the Antichrist’s 
reign in his government. It has been estimated that one third of Rome’s population was enslaved—and that it 
was not unusual for 10,000 human beings on any given day to be auctioned off in each of the great slave 
markets of the Empire.  
 
There were roughly 60 million slaves or more throughout the Roman Empire in the first century AD—people 
who were treated like pieces of furniture, bought and sold, used and abused like mere ‘things’ (human tools).  
 
 Is John suggesting that during this period there will be a return to slavery? 
 

Not only do I think that’s a possibility—I think it will be a definite probability. 
 
As I’ve said, I believe the Antichrist’s kingdom will be communistic at its core (especially towards the poor and 
his political enemies)—and slavery has always been a part of communism.  
 
It would take little imagination to conceive a system of universal enslavement under the rule of “the beast.”  
 
We have already seen that he will require his mark on everyone who would buy or sell (Revelation 13:16–17)—
and that he will demand all people to worship him and his image (placed in the Holy of Holies) and any that 
refuse to do so will be put to death. 
 
I think it’s reasonable to imagine that those who don’t take his mark or worship his image will be placed into 
forced labor camps (slavery) where the poor especially will be made to work to enrich the Antichrist’s 
government (maybe for only enough bread to live for the day—Revelation 6:6?) until they die or are executed 
when they are no longer useful to the regime. 
 
Which is exactly what the communist government of China is doing with the Muslim Uighurs.  
 
At very least the Antichrist will enslave the people of the world through their own lusts by offering them the 
opportunity to glut themselves on the “lusts of the eyes, the lusts of the flesh and the pride of life.” (1 John 2:15-
17) 
 
This will be a time when the ‘Restrainer’ (the Holy Spirit in the Church) is gone (2 Thessalonians 2:5-8) so nothing 
will be restraining the wicked desires in people’s hearts—which means it will be a time of unbridled evil and 
immorality—Sodom and Gomorrah on a global scale! 
 
He will promise “freedom”—but it will be a false freedom that will actually put people into bondage to their 
flesh— 
 
2 Peter 2:19 (NKJV)  
19 While they promise them liberty, they themselves are slaves of corruption; for by whom a person is overcome, 
by him also he is brought into bondage.  
 
In this context, Peter is talking about false teachers—of whom the Antichrist will be the ultimate example of.  
 
Right now, those in the world who think they’re free are really in bondage—while those they think are in 
bondage (“You Christians can’t have any fun, you are slaves of Christianity—I’m free!”) are the ones that are 
really free—in Christ! 
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Revelation 18:14-19 (NKJV)  
14 The fruit that your soul longed for has gone from you, and all the things which are rich and splendid have 
gone from you, and you shall find them no more at all. 15 The merchants of these things, who became rich by 
her, will stand at a distance for fear of her torment, weeping and wailing, 16 and saying, 'Alas, alas, that great 
city that was clothed in fine linen, purple, and scarlet, and adorned with gold and precious stones and pearls! 
17 For in one hour such great riches came to nothing.' Every shipmaster, all who travel by ship, sailors, and as 
many as trade on the sea, stood at a distance 18 and cried out when they saw the smoke of her burning, 
saying, 'What is like this great city?' 19 They threw dust on their heads and cried out, weeping and wailing, and 
saying, 'Alas, alas, that great city, in which all who had ships on the sea became rich by her wealth! For in one 
hour she is made desolate.'  

 
We see three groups mentioned that bemoan the destruction of commercial Babylon—"kings, merchants, those 
that trade by sea”—which suggests that the foundation of the city is world trade. 
 
So, if this is a literal reference to the city of Babylon rebuilt or whether the passage is using Babylon in a mystical 
sense—it tells us that this will be a literal city and not an allegorical one.  Again, it could be using ‘Babylon’ as a 
metaphor representing another city like: New York, Brussels, London, Paris or some other world-class 
commercial city during the Tribulation Period that becomes the Antichrist’s capital city of his global empire. 
 
We don’t know for sure, but we do know that this city will be built on world trade—so it won’t be a minor but a 
major city. 
 
The merchants lament because their materialistic passions (lusts) can no longer be fulfilled (satisfied)—but know 
this—the weeping that begins here on earth for these people—will last for eternity in hell—(remember, 
Revelation 18 is a flashback of Chapter 14): 
 
Revelation 14:8-11 (NKJV)  
8  And another angel followed, saying, "Babylon is fallen, is fallen, that great city, because she has made all 
nations drink of the wine of the wrath of her fornication." 9  Then a third angel followed them, saying with a loud 
voice, "If anyone worships the beast and his image, and receives his mark on his forehead or on his hand, 10  he 
himself shall also drink of the wine of the wrath of God, which is poured out full strength into the cup of His 
indignation. He shall be tormented with fire and brimstone in the presence of the holy angels and in the 
presence of the Lamb. 11  And the smoke of their torment ascends forever and ever; and they have no rest day or 
night, who worship the beast and his image, and whoever receives the mark of his name." 
 
These greedy merchants are the classic illustration of all those that Jesus warned us not to be like: 
 
Mark 8:36-37 (NKJV)  
36  For what will it profit a man if he gains the whole world, and loses his own soul? [“the bodies and souls of 
men”—Revelation 18:13] 37  Or what will a man give in exchange for his soul? 
 
Terrible trade—materialism is temporary—your soul is eternal! 
 
Revelation 18:20 (NKJV)  
20 Rejoice over her, O heaven, and you holy apostles and prophets, for God has avenged you on her!"  
 
Notice how the world rejoices when it should weep and weeps when it should rejoice—“Woe to those who call 
evil good and good evil.” (Isaiah5:20) 
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What the world calls ‘good’—God often calls evil; and what the world call ‘evil’—God often calls good—as Jesus 
said, “For what is highly esteemed among men is an abomination in the sight of God.” (Luke 16:15) 
 
In contrast to the lament of the kings and merchants of the ‘earth-dwellers’—is the rejoicing of heaven’s 
inhabitants that Babylon has fallen.  
 
How important it is that God’s people look at life and world events from God’s point of view (‘heaven’s 
perspective’)—and not like Solomon in the book of Ecclesiastes (‘under the sun’).  
 
What do you rejoice over?  
 
Looking at the state of the world we should be praying the Lord’s Prayer with new zeal—“Your Kingdom 
come!…” 
 
************ 
 

If you would like to know more about what it means to be a Jesus-follower—please reach out to us. It would be 
our greatest privilege to lead you into a saving relationship with Jesus Christ. 
 
Want to know more?  Click here. 

Reach out to us here. 

 

 

 

 

http://www.ccelkgrove.org/abcs
http://www.ccelkgrove.org/next-steps

