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“The Day that Changed the World” 
A blog post by Pastor Phil Ballmaier 

(4/12/22) 
 

Find more blog posts Here 
 

As you all know, this Friday is Good Friday—the day that changed the world. 
 
A few years ago, I did a Good Friday message with that title, and I decided to Google that title to see what the 
secular world thought was the day that changed the world—the number one hit was 9-11. 
 

• That day changed the world in a very profound way—but for the bad. 
 

• Good Friday changed the world in a profound way—but for the better. 
 
As a teenager, I can still remember the day that Neil Armstrong became the first man to walk on the moon—the 
day was July 21st, 1969.  Right after Neil Armstrong stepped onto the moon—Richard Nixon, the president of the 
United States, went on T.V. and said, “This is the greatest day in the history of the world, man has conquered 
space…” 
 
The next day Billy Graham came out publicly and refuted that statement by saying,  
    “Yesterday was not the greatest day in the history of the world, there have been at least 3 others that have 
been greater—the birth, the death and the resurrection of Jesus Christ.”  
 
So Good Friday is one day in a trilogy of days that God used to change the world in a way that only believers in 
Jesus Christ can fully appreciate. 
 
As we turn to the Gospels, the day that Jesus was crucified started like any other day—except this was Passover 
and so Jerusalem was waking up with a holiday spirit containing a mixture of excitement and anticipation. 
 
Pilate, while on his way to work that morning (no doubt with Starbucks in hand—his court opened at sunrise) 
probably thought— “With every Jew in town pre-occupied with the Passover—maybe this will be an easy, 
uneventful day for me.” 
 

Little did he realize that nothing could have been farther from the truth! 
 
Because as Pilate walked to his judgment seat to start his day—there waiting for him was a group of Jewish 
leaders with a prisoner in tow.  Pilate immediately recognized the ‘Prisoner’ as Jesus—the Prophet from 
Nazareth. 
 
These Jewish leaders were waiting for Pilate because they wanted to make sure that theirs was the first case he 
adjudicated that day. 
 
At this point Pilate didn’t realize that Jesus had already been put through a religious trial at the house of 
Caiaphas the high priest, where some of the leaders of Israel had met and determined that Jesus was a 
blasphemer who was worthy of death.  But you see, they didn’t have the authority to actually carry out this 
death sentence—for that they would need Pilate. 
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However, the Jewish leaders knew that Pilate would never convict Jesus of a capital crime on religious grounds 
(on matters of Jewish law)—so they manufactured three political charges against Him that they knew the Roman 
Government would take very seriously: 
1. He was a revolutionary who posed a threat to the empire.  
 
2. He urged people not to pay taxes, therefore undermining the prosperity of the empire.  
 
3. He claimed to be a King, therefore threatening the power and position of the emperor.  
 
Pilate chose to focus on the third charge (“that Jesus claimed to be a king”)—because this was the most serious 
of the three charges made against Him. 
 
Anyone who has studied this civil trial knows it was nothing more than a joke—almost as big a joke as the 
religious trial which had been conducted earlier at Caiaphas’ house—a ‘trial’ that had been a total ‘kangaroo 
court.’ 
 
At least Pilate, who knew Jesus was being ‘railroaded’, tried to let Him go free, even pronouncing Him innocent 
at one point—“I find no fault in Him at all.” (John 18:38) 
 
But by this time the Jewish leadership, in their lust for Jesus’ blood, would have no talk of Jesus’ innocence or 
Pilate’s desire to set Him free. So, they pressured Pilate to execute Jesus or else they would turn him in to 
Caesar as one who was siding with and protecting a Man who claimed to be a King in place of Caesar—which 
amounted to treason. Pilate was caught between the proverbial ‘rock and a hard place’—so he washed his 
hands in protest, and then ordered the execution of Jesus the Christ. 
 
So, by 9 AM that morning Jesus was hanging on a cross—where He hung for the next six hours in excruciating 
pain. 
 
As the shadow on the sundial touched 3 PM we read in John’s Gospel (19:30) that Jesus said, “It is finished” and 
bowing His head He dismissed His spirit. 
 

When Jesus said, “It is finished” He was saying  
that the work of redemption was done— 

the payment for humanity’s sin was now complete. 
 
You see, God had said all the way back in Leviticus 17:11— 
 
Leviticus 17:11 (NKJV)  
11 For the life of the flesh is in the blood, and I have given it to you upon the altar to make atonement for your 
souls; for it is the blood that makes atonement for the soul.'  
 
But the blood of animals could only temporarily cover sin—it would take the blood of the sinless Lamb of God to 
finally pay for and remove completely the stain of sin forever from mankind. 
 
Exactly, as John the Baptist said when he first introduced Jesus to the crowd, “Behold the Lamb of God Who 
takes away the sin of the world!” (John 1:29) 
 
In fact, when Jesus said, “It is finished” in the Greek He said ‘tetelestai’ which means “paid in full”.  
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In Colossians 2:14 Paul expresses this when he said that Jesus, by His death, paid for the crimes that were 
written in God’s ledger against us, the crimes we had committed against His law—and the Father nailed all of 
them to Jesus’ cross removing them as a basis for our guilt— 
 
Colossians 2:13-14 (NLT2)  
13  You were dead because of your sins and because your sinful nature was not yet cut away. Then God made you 
alive with Christ, for he forgave all our sins. 14  He canceled the record of the charges against us and took it away 
by nailing it to the cross. 
 
In other words, our ledger is now stamped “paid in full” by the sacrifice of Jesus Christ on Calvary’s cross—the 
work is done! Nothing else needs to be (or can be) offered in the way of human works to add to what Jesus did 
on the cross to pay for our sins! 
 
However, there are many churches and groups that teach that what Jesus did on the cross merely started the 
work of salvation for us—but now we have to finish it through our works (get baptized, go to church, keep the 
commandments, light candles, pray the rosary…etc.) 
 
Even though on the cross Jesus said, “It is finished” they feel what He really meant to say was, “It is almost 
finished…I’ve done My part now it’s up to you to do your part and finish what I have started.”  You see that’s the 
difference between law and grace, between the religion and Christianity. 
 
No doubt the biggest lie the devil has ever fed the human race is the lie that you get to heaven by being good, 
that heaven is a reward for deserving people—that is the lie of religion.  
 

There are really only two ‘religions’ in the world— 
the religion of human achievement,  

and the religion of divine accomplishment. 
 
Every religion and religious system in the world apart from Christianity falls under the category of human 
achievement—what we do for God to earn His favor. 
 

Only Christianity (which is not a religion but a relationship)  
falls under the category of divine accomplishment 

—what God has done for us. 
 
Religion says “DO”—Christianity says “DONE” (as in “it is finished”—John 19:30). 
 
Religion comes from man and is an expression of his pride (to show he’s good enough to work and earn a place 
in heaven)—it is man-centered and works oriented.  Christianity comes from God and is Christ-centered and 
grace oriented (i.e. salvation isn’t something we earn by works it is free gift we receive by faith—Ephesians 2:8-
9). 
 
Trying to add any work or works (no matter how religious and well intentioned they might be) to the completed 
work of Jesus on Calvary’s Cross as a way of earning salvation—is an abomination in the sight of God Who will 
not share His glory for the work He has done with anyone! 
 
I grew up in the Roman Catholic Church (RCC) and we were taught that religious practices and observances 
like—going to mass, the lighting of candles, the keeping of holy days, praying the rosary, the abstaining from 
food during lent and other acts of ‘piety’ would earn us ‘installments’ of grace that would accrue and eventually 
earn the faithful Catholic their salvation. 
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For centuries the RCC taught (and still teaches) that we must punish ourselves as a way of paying for our sins 
and lessen our time in purgatory. 
 
And so faithful Roman Catholics in some parts of the world, would (and still do) walk barefoot on rocky roads 
while flagellating themselves with whips until their feet and backs were raw and bloody as a way of earning 
God’s favor and meriting heaven. 
 
This is an unmitigated blasphemy against the completed work of Jesus Christ Who said from the cross, “It is 
finished” (John 19:30)—also: 
 
Isaiah 53:5-6 (NKJV)  
5  But He was wounded for our transgressions, He was bruised for our iniquities; The chastisement for our peace 
was upon Him, And by His stripes we are healed. 6  All we like sheep have gone astray; We have turned, every 
one, to his own way; And the LORD has laid on Him the iniquity of us all.  
 
One pastor said, “If you add one ounce of works to a billion pounds of grace you negate grace”—you forfeit 
grace (God will not offer you grace anymore) and have divorced yourself from the completed work of Christ on 
Calvary’s Cross. (Gal.5:2-4) 
 
In other words, what Jesus did in paying for your sins will not help you at all if you try to add to it, in any way, 
human works as a way of ‘helping’ to purchase or earn your salvation. 
 
Paul hits this hard in the book of Galatians—“If human works, rituals, ceremonies, sacrifices etc. could save us 
then Christ died in vain.” (Gal.2:21) 
 
Seeking to add anything in the way of human works to earn salvation is BLASPHEMY!— 
 
Ephesians 2:8-9 (NKJV)  
8 For by grace you have been saved through faith, and that not of yourselves; it is the gift of God, 9 not of works, 
lest anyone should boast.  
 

Don’t ignore or even worse try to add to what Jesus did on the Cross in paying for your sins. 
 
Jesus is saying to you, “I have paid in full your debt, now come to Me by faith and be saved!” 
 
That and that alone folks is the message of the cross and from the Cross—that is the message of Good Friday—
our sins (though many) have been paid in full! 
 
And now as Jesus said, “Come to Me (for salvation) all you who are weary and heavy laden (with the weight 
of religious laws and obligations) and I will give you rest!” 
 
************ 
 
If you would like to know more about what it means to be a Jesus-follower— please, reach out to us. It would be 
our greatest privilege to lead you into a saving relationship with Jesus Christ. 
 
Reach out to us here. 
Want to know more?  Click here. 
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