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44. The Book of Revelation—10:1-4 
A message by Pastor Phil Ballmaier 

(6-9-21) 
 

Find this weeks’ Study Audio & Video Here 
 

As we came to Chapter 10, we come to one of the breaks in the narrative (or parentheses if you will). 
 
As I have already pointed out—there are 3 groups of judgments that will be poured out on the inhabitants of the 
world during the 7-year Tribulation Period—the 7-Seal Judgments; the 7-Trumpet Judgments; and the 7-Bowl 
Judgments. 
 
The seventh seal contains the seven trumpet judgments (8:1–11:19) and the seventh trumpet (11:15) contains 
the seven bowl judgments (16:1–21).  
 
 After the 6th Seal Judgment there is a break—a parenthesis which is Chapter 7.  
 
 After the 6th Trumpet Judgment there is a long break—a long parenthesis from Chapters 10-14.  
 
These chapters serve to fill in some of the blanks and amplify some of the things that have already taken place.  
In that regard they are a ‘flashback’ of events that have taken place primarily during the first half of the 
Tribulation Period that were not included in the narrative of the preceding Chapters. 
 
After these parenthetical Chapters (10-14)—we will again move forward in the narrative with the final events of 
the Great Tribulation starting with Chapter 15. 
 
Revelation 10:1 (NKJV)  
1 I saw still another mighty angel coming down from heaven, clothed with a cloud. And a rainbow was on his 
head, his face was like the sun, and his feet like pillars of fire.  
 
Many commentators are divided on who this mighty angel is.  Many believe it is Jesus, whom they say in the Old 
Testament often appeared as the “Angel of the Lord” (although He is never referred to by that title in the New 
Testament). 
 
The word ‘angel’ in Greek simply means “a messenger”—and could be referring to a heavenly messenger or 
even an earthly messenger depending on the context. 
 
Many good biblical scholars and commentators believe that this mighty angel is Jesus for the following reasons: 
 
1. In Verse 1 It Says That He Is ‘Clothed With A Cloud’ 
 
Revelation 1:7 (NKJV)  
7 Behold, He is coming with clouds, and every eye will see Him…  
 
Matthew 17:5 (NKJV)  
5  While he was still speaking, behold, a bright cloud overshadowed them; and suddenly a voice came out of the 
cloud, saying, "This is My beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased. Hear Him!" 
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Acts 1:9 (NKJV)  
9  Now when He had spoken these things, while they watched, He was taken up, and a cloud received Him out of 
their sight. 
 
2. This Angel Has A Rainbow On His Head (verse 1) 
 
Revelation 4:3 (NKJV)  
3 And…there was a rainbow around the throne, in appearance like an emerald.  
 
3.  This Angel’s Face Was Like The Sun (verse 1) 
 
Revelation 1:16 (NKJV)  
16 He had in His right hand seven stars, out of His mouth went a sharp two-edged sword, and His countenance 
was like the sun shining in its strength.  
 
4.  He Has Feet Like Pillars Of Fire (verse 1) 
 
Revelation 1:15 (NKJV)  
15 His feet were like fine brass, as if refined in a furnace, and His voice as the sound of many waters;  
 
5.  This Angel Cries Out With A Loud Voice—As When A Lion Roars (verse 3) 
 
Isaiah 31:4 (NKJV)  
4 For thus the Lord has spoken to me: "As a lion roars…So the Lord of hosts will come down to fight for Mount 
Zion and for its hill.  
 
Joel 3:16 (NKJV)  
16 The Lord also will roar from Zion, And utter His voice from Jerusalem; The heavens and earth will shake; But 
the Lord will be a shelter for His people, And the strength of the children of Israel.  
 
It seems that the people who hold to the idea that this mighty angel is Jesus make a convincing argument—now 
let me give you the reasons why I don’t think this is Jesus: 
 
1. John is told twice in the book (19:10, 22:9) not to worship angels (comment)—but of course we are to 

worship Jesus who is God. 
 

So, if God likens Jesus to an angel here—it confuses things. 
 
2.  In verse 1 John says, “And I saw another mighty angel…”  
 

In Greek, there are 2 words for ‘another’—allos and heteros. 
 
The Greek word used for ‘another’ in Revelation 10:1 is “allos” which means—“another of the exact same 
kind”—the Greek word “heteros” means “another of a different kind.” 
 
In Revelation, angels are mentioned 60 times—if this were Jesus being called an ‘angel’ (messenger) John 
would have used ‘heteros’ indicating that this was a different kind of an angelic messenger from all the 
other angels mentioned in the book of Revelation—because this ‘Angel’ is Jesus! 
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When John says “I saw another mighty angel (another of the exact same kind)” it draws our attention back to 
ch.5:2— 
 
Revelation 5:2 (NKJV)  
2 Then I saw a strong angel proclaiming with a loud voice, "Who is worthy to open the scroll and to loose its 
seals?"  
 
In the Greek the word ‘strong’ in 5:2 and ‘mighty’ in 10:1—are the same Greek word. 
 
It is obvious that the “strong angel” in Chapter 5:2 is definitely not Jesus—therefore if the “mighty angel” in 
ch.10:1 is exactly like the “strong angel” in Chapter 5:2—the mighty angel in Chapter 10:1 cannot be Jesus. 
 
Then who is this mighty angel in Revelation 10:1?—we don’t know. 
 
But we do know these 2 angels in Chapters 5 and 10 are more powerful than the rest—I therefore think they 
could be Gabriel and Michael. 
 
 The name Gabriel means “strength of God” (5:2) 
 
 The name Michael means “who is like God” (10:1) 
 

The reason that this angel, if he is Michael, reflects so many of the attributes of God is because—God’s holy 
angels in general reflect many of the attributes of God and since that’s true how much more Michael the 
archangel? 

 
3.  Whenever Jesus Christ appears in Revelation, John gives Him a unique and unmistakable title—He is called:  
 
 “The faithful witness, the firstborn of the dead, and the ruler of the kings of the earth” (1:5),  

 
 “The son of man” (1:13),  

 
 “The first and the last” (1:17),  

 
 “The living One” (1:18),  

 
 “The Son of God” (2:18),  

 
 “He who is holy, who is true” (3:7),  

 
 “The Amen, the faithful and true Witness, the Beginning of the creation of God” (3:14),  

 
 “The Lion that is from the tribe of Judah, the Root of David” (5:5),  

 
 “The Lamb” (6:1, 16; 7:17; 8:1),  

 
 “Faithful and True” (19:11),  

 
 “The Word of God (19:13), and  

 
 “King of Kings, and Lord of Lords” (19:16).  
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It is reasonable to assume that if Jesus was in fact the angel in view here—John would have given Him a 
distinctive title as he did in every other place in the Book of Revelation where Jesus is mentioned. 

 
4. The forth reason I don’t believe that this angel is Jesus is because in verse 1 John says, “I saw another angel 
 coming down from heaven…[to the earth].” 
 

Jesus said that when He comes back to the earth—every eye would see Him, and He would establish His 
Kingdom on the earth at that time.  
 
Nowhere in the New Testament do we ever read that Jesus will come back to the earth before that.  
 
We do see Him returning in Revelation 19 at His Second Coming to do that very thing. 

 
Revelation 10:2 (NKJV)  
2 He had a little book open in his hand. And he set his right foot on the sea and his left foot on the land,  
 
In contrast with the seven-sealed scroll (biblion) held by God the Father (5:1)—this angel is holding a small scroll 
(biblaridion—also referred to in verses 9 and 10)—we would say ‘book’ and ‘booklet.’ (Comment) 
 
This scroll apparently contained the angel’s written order for the mission he was about to fulfill. 
 
So, this little scroll is really the judgments that are left that were contained in the large scroll (5:1), most of 
which having been unleashed by this time (fulfilled) and now we see in this little scroll the judgments that are 
still remaining—those judgments that are about to be poured out. 
 
Mark Hitchcock— 
   “If the little book is not the 7-sealed scroll (Chapters 5 & 6)—then what is it? The little scroll is probably the 
revelation from God about the remainder of the contents of Revelation in Chapters 11-22. It’s the rest of the 
prophetic message John will record. Revelation 10:11 supports this notion because John eats the little book and 
then prophesies again. These prophecies are the context of the little book. He eats the book and then, once he 
has taken it in, speaks the rest of the prophecies in Revelation.” 
 
“And he set his right foot on the sea and his left foot on the land…” (verse 2)  
 
That the angel put one foot “on the sea” and the other “on the land” shows his massive size from the 
perspective of John’s vision—but also communicates the idea of ‘dominance’ (relate to the training of a dog). 
 
This angel is of course representing God who is in control, who stands over all the earth in the dominant position 
(dominion) to now execute judgment. 
 
It reminds us of when David numbered the people (finish)— 
 
1 Chronicles 21:16 (NKJV)  
16 Then David lifted his eyes and saw the angel of the LORD standing between earth and heaven, having in his 
hand a drawn sword stretched out over Jerusalem. So David and the elders, clothed in sackcloth, fell on their 
faces…  
 
God is in charge and control no matter how bad things get on the earth during this time. 
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Revelation 10:3-4 (NKJV)  
3 and cried with a loud voice, as when a lion roars. When he cried out, seven thunders uttered their voices. 4 

Now when the seven thunders uttered their voices, I was about to write; but I heard a voice from heaven 
saying to me, "Seal up the things which the seven thunders uttered, and do not write them."  
 
The reason John was forbidden from recording what the ‘seven thunders uttered’ is not revealed to us. 
 
Any speculation as to the specific content of their message is pointless because—if God had wanted it to be 
known, He would not have forbidden John to write it down. 
 
Daniel also was forbidden to record certain elements of his visions—as in Daniel 8:26 he was commanded, “The 
vision of the evenings and mornings which has been told is true; but keep the vision secret, for it pertains to 
many days in the future.”  
 
 Later he was told, “Go your way, Daniel, for these words are closed up and sealed up until the time of the 

end.” (Daniel 12:9)  
 
 The apostle Paul was “caught up into heaven and heard inexpressible words, which a man is not permitted to 

speak” (2 Cor. 12:4).  
 
There are some truths that God has chosen not to reveal: “The secret things belong to the Lord our God, but the 
things revealed belong to us and to our sons forever, that we may observe all the words of this law.” (Deut. 
29:29)  
 
Revelation means ‘unveiled’ or ‘unsealed’—these are the only words in the book of Revelation that God kept 
sealed. 
 
Or maybe as a way to refute the ‘completed cannon of Scripture’ crowd and those cessationists who believe the 
gifts of the Spirit are no longer in operation—  
 
1 Corinthians 13:10 (NKJV)  
10  But when that which is perfect has come, then that which is in part will be done away.  
 
************ 
 
If you would like to know more about what it means to be a Jesus-follower—please reach out to us. It would be 
our greatest privilege to lead you into a saving relationship with Jesus Christ. 
 
Want to know more?  Click here. 
Reach out to us here. 
 
 

http://www.ccelkgrove.org/abcs
http://www.ccelkgrove.org/next-steps

