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14. The Book of Revelation—3:3-6 
 

(8/19/20) 

 

 

 

 

We are currently in the second major section of the Book of Revelation—chapters 2 & 3 which 

contain the 7 letters to the 7 churches of Asia Minor. 

 

 

 

Last time in our study we got as far as the beginning of chapter 3 and the letter to the Church of 

Sardis—the dead church. 

 

 

 

Symbolically, the Church of Sardis represents the period of Church history from the sixteenth 

thru the seventeenth century—a period referred to as the Protestant Reformation period. 

 

 

 

The Church of Sardis (the dead church)—v.1-6 

 

Revelation 3:1-3 (NKJV)  
1  "And to the angel of the church in Sardis write, 'These things says He who has the seven Spirits 

of God and the seven stars: "I know your works, that you have a name that you are alive, but you 

are dead. 2  Be watchful, and strengthen the things which remain, that are ready to die, for I have 

not found your works perfect before God. 3  Remember therefore how you have received and 

heard; hold fast and repent…  

 

 

The Correction 
 

 

“Remember”—the Greek is “keep on remembering…”  

 

 

 

Jesus is saying, “You have a noble beginning—keep reminding yourselves of how your church 

got its start in the first place”—Connect with your past but don’t live in the past! 
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“Hold fast and repent” 

 

 

If Luther was alive today, I think he’d be nailing his “Ninety-Five Theses” (reforms) on the 

doors of many of the churches that bear his name. 

 

 

 

And likewise, Calvin and Wesley would be standing in front of the churches that trace their 

beginnings to their ministries and would be shouting, “repent.” 

 

 

 

When Jesus tells those in the Church of Sardis to repent—He has in mind those who were dead 

in trespasses and sins, those that needed regeneration (new life in Christ—salvation!)—not 

revival. 

 

 

 

And notice the Lord doesn’t say, “Remember what you have received or what you have 

heard”—the Protestant church knows what they have received and heard.  

 

 

 

They have codified it in creeds and confessions; they have carved it in stone—the problem with a 

good chunk of the Protestantism isn’t liberalism (they’re orthodox)—it’s dead orthodoxy—truth 

without life. 

 

 

In that regard I think it safe to say, they’re right—they’re “dead right!” 

 

 

 

Jesus here doesn’t say, “Remember what”—but “remember how you have received and heard.” 

 

 

 

The church isn’t lacking for information—the church is lacking in life and power. 

 

 

 

Too many believers and leaders in Protestant churches have their degrees, they have the little 

letters after their name, all their ‘doctrinal ducks’ in a row—but there is no life or passion or 

reality to what they know. 
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Jesus is essentially asking, “How did you receive life and the Holy Spirit in the first place?—was 

it through your education, by earning a degree of some kind? 

 

 

 

No, it was simply by faith—faith in Jesus Christ Who poured His Spirit out on simple men who 

went into all the world and simply preached the gospel in the power of the Holy Spirit. 

 

 

 

Listen, I am not against Bible Colleges or Seminaries, I am not against going to a good Christian 

School or University to get training or a degree—but that won’t ordain a person for ministry. 

 

 

 

Graduating Bible College or Seminary doesn’t make you a pastor—it makes you a graduate.  

 

 

 

Only the Holy Spirit can anoint and ordain a person for ministry. 

 

 

 

And by the way, let’s not forget that God launched the Church at a time when there were no 

Bible Colleges or Seminaries—at a time when you didn’t have to have a degree before you were 

considered qualified to be in ministry (like many churches and denominations demand today). 

 

 

 

When God started the Church, He didn’t go to the rabbinic schools of Judaism—He appointed 

and anointed simple fisherman and farmers with the Holy Spirit and in 30 years—they “turned 

their world upside down with the gospel.” (Acts 17:6) 

 

 

 

So, Jesus is saying to the Church of Sardis (and to Protestant churches today)— 

   “How did your church start? Was it a work of man or a work of the Holy Spirit? 

You received the power of the Holy Spirit by faith (like a child)—that’s how your church began—

that’s how the life and power of the Holy Spirit is always imparted”—‘Remember…how you 

have received and heard; hold fast and repent.’ (v.3) 

 

 

J. Vernon McGee— 

   “My friend, the church today needs the Spirit of God working in it. We think we need methods, 

and we have all kinds of Band-Aid courses for believers in which you put on a little Band-Aid, 

and it will solve all your problems. What we really need to do is to get to the person of Christ 
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whom only the Holy Spirit can make real and living to us. This is the thing Protestantism needs 

today.” 

 

 

And yet there is a well-known pastor on the radio who made the statement that if a man didn’t 

have a degree in theology and pastoral ministry from a Christian university—he wasn’t qualified 

to be in pastoral ministry! (Comment) 

 

 

 

Today the church has educated itself to ‘death’! 

 

 

 

We have Bible colleges, seminaries, seminars, courses, classes teaching us theology and 

philosophy of ministry; instructing us how to live the Christian life, how to do church, how to 

win the lost—and yet for the most part it is all a work of the flesh and nothing of any 

consequence is being done for the Lord that is standing the test of time. 

 

 

 

And please don’t point to all the ‘mega-churches’ and tell me that they are ‘proof’ that God is 

doing a great work in our country. 

 

 

 

Look, as I have said many times—not all mega-churches are bad, but many are big because 

they’ve watered down the gospel, and have made their church so feelings oriented and man-

centered that the world feels ‘right at home’. 

 

 

 

I have seen mega-churches that are obsessed with ‘positivity’, churches that are so seeker 

friendly and non-confrontational that they’re not ‘confronting’ the culture—they’ve married the 

culture! 

 

 

 

And what you wind up with is a ‘sanctified’ social club instead of a spiritual life saving station— 

 

 

A Life Saving Station 

    “On a dangerous sea coast where ship wrecks often occur there was once a crude little 

lifesaving station.  The building was just a hut and there was only one boat, but the few devoted 

members kept a constant watch over the sea. 

    With no thought for themselves, they went out day and night, tirelessly searching for the lost.  
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Some of those who were saved, and various others in the surrounding area wanted to become 

associated with the station and give of their time and money and effort for the support of its 

work. New boats were bought, and new crews were trained. The little lifesaving station grew. 

   Some of the members of the lifesaving station were unhappy that the building was so crude and 

poorly equipped. They felt that a more comfortable place should be provided as the first refuge 

of those saved from the sea. They replaced the emergency cots with beds and put better furniture 

in the enlarged building. 

    Now, the lifesaving station became a popular gathering place for its members and they 

decorated it beautifully and furnished it exquisitely because they used it now as sort of a club 

also.  

   Fewer members were now interested in going to sea on life saving missions, so they hired life 

boat crews to do this work. The lifesaving motif still prevailed in the club’s decoration and there 

was a liturgical life boat in the room where club initiations were held.    

     About this time, a large ship was wrecked off the coast and the hired crews brought in boat 

loads of cold, wet and half drowned people. They were dirty and sick and some of them had 

black skin and some had yellow skin. The beautiful new club was in chaos. 

   So, the property committee immediately had a shower house built outside the club where 

victims of ship wrecks could be cleaned up before coming inside. 

   At the next meeting, there was split in the club’s membership. Most of the members wanted to 

stop the club’s lifesaving activities as being unpleasant and a hindrance to the normal social life 

of the club.  

   Some members insisted upon lifesaving as their primary purpose and pointed out that they 

were still called a lifesaving station. But they were finally voted down and told that if they 

wanted to save the lives of all those various kinds of people who were ship wrecked in those 

waters, they could begin their own life saving station down the coast—so they did. 

   As the years went by, the new station experienced the same changes that had occurred in the 

old. It evolved into a club and yet another lifesaving station was founded.  

   History continued to repeat itself and if you visit that sea coast today, you will find a number of 

exclusive clubs along that shore. Ship wrecks are frequent in those waters, but most of the people 

drown.” 

 

 

The person who wrote that little story wrote it as an allegory of the church and how that the 

church started out with a very simple mission—to seek and to save those that were lost. 

 

 

 

That was our mission because our leader, Jesus Christ, stated in Luke 19:10 that that was His 

mission on the earth—and then commissioned us to go into all the world and do the same. 

 

 

 

This meant that He had called His Church to be a lifesaving station. 
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As the Church was founded on the Day of Pentecost (Acts 2), it consisted of mostly poor but 

extremely dedicated people who were determined to carry out their mission no matter what the 

cost. 

 

 

 

But sadly, over time so many churches have lost sight of that mission. 

 

 

 

As God has blessed them and they have prospered—they have built large, beautiful buildings 

with elegant furniture and décor.  

 

 

 

Often, they contain food courts and coffee shops and so many amenities that Christians can stay 

at church for hours on end fellowshipping and enjoying each other’s company. 

 

 

 

The tragic result is that more and more Christians see their church/Christianity as merely a social 

outlet, a form of entertainment and not as part of a spiritual search and rescue team going out 

into a shipwrecked world seeking and saving the lost. 

 

 

 

It’s the very thing Paul prophesied would characterize the Church in the Last Days—a 

preoccupation with self and selfish pursuits to the exclusion of our mission: 

 

 

2 Timothy 4:3-4 (NLT2)  
3  For a time is coming when people will no longer listen to sound and wholesome teaching. They 

will follow their own desires and will look for teachers who will tell them whatever their itching 

ears want to hear. 4  They will reject the truth and chase after myths.  

 

 

“How do you know that!?” 

 

 

 

Is our culture becoming more and more godly or more and more corrupt?  

 

 

 

Is it becoming lighter and lighter (embracing more and more of God’s truth)—or is it becoming 

darker and darker (embracing more and more of Satan’s lies)?  
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The Church is ‘salt’ and ‘light’—if we were really doing our job, society should be getting 

brighter in the sense of becoming more moral, truthful and godly.  

 

 

 

It should be getting more and more pure and less and less corrupt—is that the case? 

 

 

 

I’ve been to a few of these mega-churches where they’re trying so hard not to come across as a 

church—you don’t even feel you’re in church! (Willow Creek vs. Moody Church) 

 

 

 

Becoming like the culture to reach the culture is a flawed and failed philosophy—maybe not 

quite a ‘fool’s errand’—but close. 

 

 

 

As we have said in the past, the ‘seeker-friendly’ model for evangelism is flawed because it 

basically incorporates the philosophy of ‘being like the world to reach the world’. 

 

 

 

And that runs contrary to what the Lord said to His people, “Come out of her and be separate 

says the Lord—touch not what is unclean...” 

 

 

 

The difference between the seeker-friendly philosophy of ministry, and the Scriptural model for 

ministry is the difference between what some have called—the “Church as a field” model and 

the “Church as a force” model. (Explain) 

 

 

Revelation 3:3b (NKJV)  

Therefore if you will not watch, I will come upon you as a thief, and you will not know what 

hour I will come upon you. 

 

 

Jesus is here borrowing a page from their city’s history and how it fell twice at night (once in 

549 BC, and again in 218 BC) which led to a saying that began to go around that—“Sardis was a 

city that was taken as a thief in the night.” 

  

 

 

Jesus never comes to His true Church as a thief—He comes as a Bridegroom.  
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He only comes to the dead, apostate church as a thief—and that’s who He is addressing in the 

Church of Sardis— those who are spiritually dead (religious unbelievers), not the few who were 

spiritually alive (born-again). 

 

 

1 Thessalonians 5:1-10 (NKJV)  
1  But concerning the times and the seasons, brethren, you have no need that I should write to 

you. 2  For you yourselves know perfectly that the day of the Lord so comes as a thief in the 

night. 3  For when they say, "Peace and safety!" then sudden destruction comes upon them, as 

labor pains upon a pregnant woman. And they shall not escape. 4  But you, brethren, are not in 

darkness, so that this Day should overtake you as a thief. 5  You are all sons of light and sons of 

the day. We are not of the night nor of darkness. 6  Therefore let us not sleep, as others do, but let 

us watch and be sober. 7  For those who sleep, sleep at night, and those who get drunk are drunk 

at night. 8  But let us who are of the day be sober, putting on the breastplate of faith and love, and 

as a helmet the hope of salvation. 9  For God did not appoint us to wrath, but to obtain salvation 

through our Lord Jesus Christ, 10  who died for us, that whether we wake or sleep, we should live 

together with Him.  

 

Romans 13:11-12 (NKJV)  
11  And do this, knowing the time, that now it is high time to awake out of sleep; for now our 

salvation is nearer than when we first believed. 12  The night is far spent, the day is at hand. 

Therefore let us cast off the works of darkness, and let us put on the armor of light. 

 

 

One author— 

“This is where mainline denominationalism increasingly finds itself. Proponents of such do not 

believe in a Rapture, or even a Millennium. They teach that the promises of the Kingdom, the 

sayings of Isaiah, the teachings of Revelation are simply allegorical. ‘Don’t look for the 

Rapture,’ they say, ‘and don’t look for a real kingdom established on earth.’ Thus, they will be 

totally caught off guard by Jesus’ return.” 

 

 

Caught off guard because many are Christians in name only (Matt.7:21-23; Titus 1:16). 

 

 

 

The Call (Promise)  
 

 

Revelation 3:4 (NKJV)  
4 You have a few names even in Sardis who have not defiled their garments; and they shall 

walk with Me in white, for they are worthy.  

 

 

Someone has said of the church of Sardis—"The Church had become a beautiful burial garment 

covering over a lot of defilement and decay.”  
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Herodotus, the historian, said, “The Church of Sardis eventually became lax and loose in its 

moral standards and open to licentiousness.” 

 

 

 

In Israel it was never the nation as a whole that was faithful to God—it was always and only a 

remnant that was true to Him. (1Kings 19:18)  

 

 

 

Here Jesus tells this church—“You have a few [and only a few who are genuinely saved].” 

 

 

 

In Luke 12:32 the Lord called His church a “little flock” (the Greek is the word “micron” from 

which we get the English word “micro”—in other words something very small!)  

 

 

 

Protestantism today has its saints who are truly born-again and clothed with the righteousness of 

Christ.  

 

 

 

And these love the Word and are faithful to Jesus—they are the “faithful remnant of Sardis” 

(Protestantism). 

 

 

 

The name ‘Sardis’ means “Escaping ones”—Protestantism started with Catholics escaping from 

the Roman Catholic Church—but some didn’t escape far enough from it’s idolatry. 

 

 

 

And now Jesus tells the church of Sardis (Protestantism) that only those who are genuine (the 

faithful remnant) will escape the judgment of God coming on this Christ rejecting world—what 

the Bible calls, the “wrath to come” (Matt. 3:7; Luke 3:7; 1Thess. 1:10). 

 

 

One historian commented—  

    “Protestantism has produced some great men, and I will mention some, although I am going 

to leave out a great many. I think of the Reformation leaders: Martin Luther and John Calvin 

stand out, head and shoulders, above all others. Of course, there was John Knox, a great man of 

God who did so much for Scotland. Later on, there was John Bunyan, the great Baptist who 

wrote Pilgrim’s Progress, which tells of his own life and how God marvelously saved him. John 

Wesley was the founder of the Methodist church. God marvelously saved that man and used him 
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in such a way that he is given credit by historians for saving England from the revolution which 

destroyed France and prevented it from ever becoming a first-rate nation again. Wesley has 

been called the greatest Englishman of all. He certainly did more for that country than any other 

Englishman who has ever lived. Then there was a man like John Moffat, the Scotchman who 

went to Africa, and David Livingstone who first opened up that continent. William Carey went to 

India and later was followed by a sickly young man by the name of Henry Martyn. Finally, I 

always like to include Titus Coan, who led the greatest revival since Pentecost out in the 

Hawaiian Islands. 

      Protestantism has had some names who didn’t defile themselves and were true to the Word of 

God. There are quite a few such men living today, but I wouldn’t dare to begin to name them 

because of the fact that I would be apt to leave some out who ought to be included. 

     Protestantism has certainly produced some great men of God. Romanism did the same thing, 

even during the Dark Ages, but that does not mean to commend the system. The system of 

Romanism and the system of Protestantism, as they are revealed in the great denominations 

which have departed from the faith, to me are the organizations which will eventually bring in 

the apostate church because they have departed from the great tenets and doctrines of the 

Christian faith.” 

 

 

The Calvary Chapel Movement better be careful that we don’t fall into the same trap Sardis fell 

into. 

 

 

That we have a lot of pride in our name and heritage, and sit around all day talking about the 

‘good old days’ when our movement (the Jesus Movement) was birthed during the 60’s using a 

man named Chuck Smith (I’m still waiting for some to call themselves “Smithians”)—yes, we 

have “a name”—but would Jesus tell us we “are dead?” 

 

 

One Calvary pastor who was a part of the Jesus Movement said this— 

 

 

   “Every generation needs its own Reformation, its own renewal, its own revival. It’s not enough 

for a generation to hear about how it was in their parents’ day. The Jesus Movement of the ’60s 

was wonderful—but the days to come are going to be grander still because God’s heart is to go 

from glory to greater glory whenever we get out of the way and don’t fall prey to the Sardis 

Syndrome.”  

 

 

Revelation 3:5 (NKJV)  
5 He who overcomes shall be clothed in white garments,  

 

 

These true believers will be clothed someday with the ‘white robes’ of Christ’s righteousness—

as opposed to the ‘filthy rags’ of religious self-righteous works. (Isa.64:6; Revelation 7:13-14). 
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Jesus explained the absolute necessity of people being clothed by God with His garments of 

purity and righteousness in His parable of the wedding feast (Matthew 22:1-14); real 

righteousness is receiving God's covering instead of trying to cover ourselves (compare Genesis 

3:21 with Genesis 3:7)  

 

 

Revelation 3:5 (NKJV)  
5  He who overcomes shall be clothed in white garments, and I will not blot out his name from 

the Book of Life; but I will confess his name before My Father and before His angels. 

 

 

The Book of Life is mentioned 7 times in Revelation—let’s wait a little in our study before we 

look at what it is and what it’s all about.  

 

 

Revelation 3:6 (NKJV)  
6 He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches." '  

 

 

We need to be careful that we don’t look at the letters to Thyatira and Sardis and say to 

ourselves, “Well, those letters are addressed to the Roman Catholic Church and the Protestant 

Church and not to me”—and we then dismiss them as not pertaining to us. 

 

 

 

Remember that all 7 churches got all 7 letters. There is a little of each of these letters in all of 

us—and need to use them as a mirror to judge where we are with the Lord. 

 

 

➔ Story of pastor who gave a mock funeral for a dead church…  

 

 

 

All healthy living organisms share several things in common:  

 

 

1. They contain healthy cells 

 

Are you involved in a ‘cell group’? 

 

 

2. They eat 

 

Are you feeding yourself enough spiritual food? 
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3. They grow 

 

Are you growing in your walk? 

 

 

4. They reproduce 

 

Are you sharing your faith? “Evangelize or fossilize” 

 

 

 

 

 


