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22. The Epistle of 2Peter—3:10-18 
 

(4/24/19) 
 

 

Tonight, as we wrap up our study, Peter, in chapter 3, he has been talking about the judgment of 

God coming upon this world before Jesus returns to establish His Kingdom. 

 

 

 

He tells us that even as God destroyed the world once with a flood, He will destroy it again—but 

this time with fire (v.7). 

 

 

God’s Word often associates this coming judgment with fire— 

 

 

Isaiah 66:15-16 (NKJV)  
15  For behold, the LORD will come with fire And with His chariots, like a whirlwind, To render 

His anger with fury, And His rebuke with flames of fire. 16  For by fire and by His sword The 

LORD will judge all flesh; And the slain of the LORD shall be many.  

 

Malachi 4:1-3 (NKJV)  
1  "For behold, the day is coming, burning like an oven, And all the proud, yes, all who do 

wickedly will be stubble. And the day which is coming shall burn them up," Says the LORD of 

hosts, "That will leave them neither root nor branch. 2  But to you who fear My name The Sun of 

Righteousness shall arise With healing in His wings [the dawn of a new age for mankind]; And 

you shall go out And grow fat like stall-fed calves. 3  You shall trample the wicked, For they 

shall be ashes under the soles of your feet On the day that I do this," Says the LORD of hosts.  

 

 

The Bible speaks of two global judgments—the flood in the days of Noah, and the consuming 

fire that God will send in the future. 

 

 

 

Is that the one Peter is referring to in 2Peter 3:10, where God literally destroys the earth 

completely? 

 

 

 

Or is it a reference to the Great Tribulation Period that we just read about in Isaiah and Malachi 

(and many other O.T. prophets spoke of) where God will judge the world before Jesus 

establishes His Millennial Kingdom? 
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We do know that the flood in Noah’s day was used to cleanse the earth of all unbelievers and 

corruption, so that when Noah and his family exited the ark, they inherited a new world 

unpolluted by sin—this will also be the purpose of the Great Tribulation— 

 

 

Luke 3:17 (NKJV)  
17  His winnowing fan is in His hand, and He will thoroughly clean out His threshing floor [the 

entire world], and gather the wheat [the righteous] into His barn [into His Kingdom]; but the 

chaff [unbelievers] He will burn with unquenchable fire [Hades/Hell]." 

 

 

And so—does the Bible teach that there is one more catastrophic, world-wide judgment that is 

coming (Tribulation Period—Rev.6-19)—or two (the Tribulation Period and the total 

annihilation of the physical universe)? 

 

 

 

Most Bible scholars say one more is coming and yet—between the Great Tribulation and the 

total annihilation Peter talks about—that sounds like two more world-wide judgments that are 

coming separated by the Millennial Kingdom.  

 

 

 

The answer to that question lies in our understanding of the term the “day of the Lord” which 

Peter makes reference to and associates with the physical universe being vaporized in future 

judgment. 

 

 

2 Peter 3:10 (NKJV)  
10  But the day of the Lord will come as a thief in the night, in which [Gk. ‘because of’] the 

heavens will pass away with a great noise, and the elements will melt with fervent heat; 

both the earth and the works that are in it will be burned up. 

 

 

“Day of the Lord” is a term used in Scripture to describe God’s cataclysmic judgments on the 

wicked.  

 

 

 

It is mentioned explicitly nineteen times in the Old Testament and four times in the New 

Testament.  

 

 

One author elaborates— 

   “The Old Testament prophets used the expression to describe both near historical judgments 

(Isa. 13:6–22; Ezek. 30:2–19; Joel 1:15; Amos 5:18–20; Zeph. 1:14–18) and distant 
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eschatological [end times] judgments (Joel 2:30–32; 3:14; Zech. 14:1; Mal. 4:1, 5). Six times 

they call it “the day of doom” and four times “the day of vengeance.”… 

   These are horrifying judgments from God (cf. Joel 2:30–31; 2 Thess. 1:7–10) rendered 

because of the world’s overwhelming sinfulness.” 

 

 

The “Day of the Lord” is not a literal ‘day’, but a period of time that will start with the breaking 

of the first seal (Rev.6:1-2) and will end with the destruction of the present material universe by 

God (2Peter 3:10) before He creates a “new heavens and a new earth.” (2Peter 3:13) 

 

 

 

To really understand the ‘Day of the LORD’, you need to understand a standard Jewish day. 

 

 

 

The Jewish day was from sundown to sundown (it starts in darkness and ends in darkness)—just 

as it will be with the “Day of the Lord”. 

 

 

 

It will start with the darkness of judgment during the Tribulation Period which will then be 

followed by the dawn of a new day in the history of mankind (the Kingdom Age)—a time of 

glorious light (God’s truth, righteousness and justice) as Jesus reigns over the whole earth from 

Jerusalem. 

 

 

 

The Kingdom Age (one-thousand years in duration) will end with the ‘darkness of judgment’ 

(Great White Throne Judgment-Rev.20:11-15) after which God will destroy heaven and earth 

(the final act of God’s judgment), recreate it, and we will move from time into eternity (‘eternal 

state’)—the ultimate and never ending ‘day’ of God (2Peter 3:12). 

 

 

 

But with regard to apostate Israel (those Jews who have rejected Jesus as their Messiah)—the 

Day of the Lord will NOT be a blessing for them. 

 

 

 

Religious (observant) Jews are looking forward to Messiah’s coming to establish His Kingdom. 

 

 

 

They believe that when He comes, He will first judge the Gentile nations who have persecuted 

the Jewish people before establishing His Kingdom. 
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To them, that’s what the Day of the Lord judgment is all about—God judging Israel’s enemies. 

 

 

 

They believe that God’s coming Kingdom will be a time of great light (righteousness and truth) 

as Messiah reigns over the earth from Jerusalem and the earth is filled with the knowledge of 

God. (Jer.31:34; Heb.8:11) 

 

 

 

However, it won’t be ‘light’ and blessing for them (apostate and secular Jews) because—they 

won’t be entering the Millennial Kingdom— 

 

 

Matthew 8:11-12 (NKJV)  
11  …I say to you that many will come from east and west, and sit down with Abraham, Isaac, 

and Jacob in the kingdom of heaven. 12  But the sons of the kingdom will be cast out into outer 

darkness. There will be weeping and gnashing of teeth." (Comment) 

 

Amos 5:18-20 (NKJV)  
18  Woe to you [apostate Israel] who desire the day of the LORD! For what good is the day of 

the LORD to you? It will be darkness, and not light [to apostate Jews]. 19  It will be as though a 

man fled from a lion, And a bear met him! Or as though he went into the house, leaned his hand 

on the wall, And a serpent bit him! 20  Is not the day of the LORD darkness, and not light? Is it 

not very dark, with no brightness in it?  

(With regard to unbelieving Israel—not including Messianic Jews) 

 

 

2 Peter 3:10 (NKJV)  
10  But the day of the Lord will come as a thief in the night… 

 

 

The expression “thief in the night” only appears twice in the N.T.—here in 2Peter 3:10 and 

again in 1Thess.5:2— 

 

 

1 Thessalonians 5:1-5 (NKJV)  
1  But concerning the times and the seasons, brethren, you have no need that I should write to 

you. 2  For you yourselves know perfectly that the day of the Lord so comes as a thief in the 

night. 3  For when they say, "Peace and safety!" then sudden destruction comes upon them, as 

labor pains upon a pregnant woman. And they shall not escape. 4  But you, brethren, are not in 

darkness, so that this Day should overtake you as a thief. 5  You are all sons of light and sons of 

the day. We are not of the night nor of darkness.  
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In other words, the judgment of the Tribulation Period only comes as a “thief in the night” to 

those who are NOT of the light and day—but in fact are of the night and darkness 

(unbelievers). 

 

 

 

And so, to recap—the final and ultimate “Day of the Lord” judgment (world-wide not local) 

that is yet future will start with the coming of the Antichrist (Rev.6:1-2) who will sign a peace 

treaty with the nation of Israel (Dan. 9:27). 

 

 

 

He initially will appear, to the people of the world (including and especially the Jewish people) 

to be the ‘savior’ of mankind—their long-awaited messiah. 

 

 

 

He will set up a glorious ‘kingdom’ (one-world government), causing his followers to 

enthusiastically declare, “peace and safety…”—right before God’s judgment is poured out upon 

them. 

 

 

 

That “Day” (the ‘Day of the Lord’ judgment) won’t catch us off guard (believers in Christ) 

because we, as children of light and of the day, are watching for Jesus’ return. 

 

 

 

And because we know Bible prophecy, even though we don’t know the ‘day and hour’ of Jesus’ 

coming for His church (rapture)—we know the “times and seasons” (1Thess.5:1). 

 

 

 

In other words, we know the rapture of all true Christians is at hand because the signs of Jesus 

Second Coming are everywhere (the rapture precedes the Second Coming by at least 7 years). 

 

 

 

And so, because we are watching for His return—the ‘night’ of God’s coming judgment won’t 

catch us off guard and we will be ‘snatched away’ (raptured) off the earth before His judgment 

falls on this Christ rejecting world. 

 

 

 

And yet even those Christians not up on Bible prophecy, who are not watching for Jesus’ return 

will be taken in the rapture—they will be “ashamed at His appearing” for not being vigilant.  
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2 Peter 3:10 (NKJV)  
10  But the day of the Lord will come as a thief in the night, in which the heavens will pass 

away with a great noise, and the elements will melt with fervent heat; both the earth and 

the works that are in it will be burned up. 

 

 

When Peter says that this day of the Lord judgment will culminate with the heavens passing 

away with a great noise—he has in mind the destruction of the physical universe. 

 

 

 

As the Lord Jesus Christ created the physical universe and holds it together (by His awesome 

power)—at that time He will ‘let go’—let me explain. 

 

 

Hebrews 1:1-3 (NKJV)  
1  God, who at various times and in various ways spoke in time past to the fathers by the 

prophets, 2  has in these last days spoken to us by His Son, whom He has appointed heir of all 

things, through whom also He made the worlds; 3  who being the brightness of His glory and the 

express image of His person, and upholding all things by the word of His power…  

 

Colossians 1:16-17 (NKJV)  
16  For by Him all things were created that are in heaven and that are on earth, visible and 

invisible, whether thrones or dominions or principalities or powers. All things were created 

through Him and for Him. 17  And He is before all things, and in Him all things consist [are held 

together]. 

 

 

When Paul said that Jesus created all things—that would of course include atoms which make up 

all things in the physical universe. 

 

 

 

And we know that atoms are made up of a nucleus that contains protons (positively charged 

particles) and neutrons (neutrally charged particles) and orbiting the nucleus of the atom is one 

or more electrons (negatively charged particles). 

 

 

 

Now Coulomb’s Law of Electricity says that like charges repel (you can prove Coulomb’s Law 

by pushing the positive and negative ends of two magnets toward one another, positive to 

positive and negative to negative, and feeling them repel each other)—opposite charges attract; 

like charges repel.  
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But here’s a great mystery: In the nucleus of the atom—protons (positively charged particles) are 

all packed together. 

 

 

 

Coulomb’s Law says that like charges repel—so what keeps these positive-charged protons from 

pushing away from each other like the positive ends of a magnet push each other away? 

 

 

 

What holds the protons together inside the nucleus of the atom?—scientists don’t know.  

 

 

 

Some have postulated what they have called “atomic glue” as to what holds the atom together— 

but they really don’t know. 

 

 

 

But as believers—we know that, as the Bible says, it was Jesus who created all things and holds 

them together. 

 

 

 

Hebrews 1:3 says that He holds it all together “by the word of His power”—the same word of 

His power that brought the universe into existence—holds it together. 

 

 

 

However, the Bible says that someday He will let go and no longer hold all the atoms in the 

universe together—Peter tells us what will happen: 

 

 

2 Peter 3:10 (NKJV)  
10 But the day of the Lord will come as a thief in the night, in which the heavens will pass away 

with a great noise, and the elements will melt with fervent heat; both the earth and the works that 

are in it will be burned up.  

 

 

When Peter says the elements will “melt” he uses the Greek word ‘luo’ which means “to be 

loosed”. 

 

 

 

An atomic explosion takes place when slow moving neutrons are used to bombard the nucleus of 

the atom.  
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When that happens the positively charged protons respond according to their nature and begin to 

repel one another—the result is the atom is split and an atomic explosion takes place. 

 

 

 

They say that the amount of nuclear material that was used in the atomic bomb dropped on 

Hiroshima was only about the size of a dime—and look at the devastation it caused! 

 

 

 

The physical universe is estimated to be 12 billion light years in diameter (6 trillion miles times 

12 billion). 

 

 

 

To think that someday Jesus, who is holding all the atoms in the universe together, will ‘let go’ 

and there will be a nuclear bomb detonated that is 12 billion light years in diameter—is 

incredible to think about! 

 

 

 

There will suddenly be a “great noise” and the physical universe will instantly be vaporized as 

everything will dissolve in zillion-degree “fervent heat” and cease to exist.  

 

 

(The ‘Big Bang’ didn’t happen at the beginning, it happens at the end!) 

 

 

2 Peter 3:11-12 (NKJV)  
11 Therefore, since all these things will be dissolved, what manner of persons ought you to 

be in holy conduct and godliness, 12 looking for and hastening the coming of the day of God, 

because of which the heavens will be dissolved, being on fire, and the elements will melt 

with fervent heat?  

 

 

The term “day of God” (v.12) is not the same as the “day of the Lord” (v.10). 

 

 

 

The “day of the Lord” refers to the time of world-wide judgment from the coming of the 

Antichrist to the destruction of the physical universe. 

 

 

The “day of God” refers to the eternal state consisting of the ‘new heavens, new earth and new 

Jerusalem’—the place where believers will live for all eternity (probably in a brand-new 

dimensionality).  
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Peter admonishes believers, considering the transitory nature of this present world—to live lives 

of holy conduct and godliness, because, as John the apostle said: “the world is passing away, 

and the lust of it; but he who does the will of God abides forever.” (1John 2:17) 

 

 

 

Peter seems to add that by living this way we can actually—“hasten the coming of the day of 

God”. 

 

 

 

Some commentators believe that we, as Christians, can hasten the coming of the day of God by 

living godly lives, praying, witnessing so as to bring others to faith in Christ etc. 

 

 

 

Others say that there is nothing believers can do to rush or hasten the coming of the eternal state 

since the ‘day of God’ will only come after the Millennial Kingdom takes place (a definite  

1000-year period of time). 

 

 

 

They rather favor the translation of verse 12—not ‘hastening the coming’ but ‘desiring earnestly 

the coming’ (RSV) or realizing that we are “rapidly approaching the coming” (KJV) so start 

living a life of holiness and godliness etc.  

 

 

 

Once again, Peter goes on to tell us that eventually (after the Millennial Kingdom) the Lord Jesus 

will go on to destroy the entire physical universe (corrupted by the Fall) before creating a new 

heavens, a new earth and a new Jerusalem where the righteous will live for eternity. 

 

 

2 Peter 3:13 (NKJV)  
13  Nevertheless we, according to His promise, look for new heavens [new universe] and a 

new earth in which righteousness dwells. 

 

 

Revelation 21:1-2 (NKJV)  
1  Now I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the first earth had passed 

away. Also there was no more sea. 2  Then I, John, saw the holy city, New Jerusalem, coming 

down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband.  

 

 

The original creation that God said was ‘good’ was corrupted by sin and therefore, He destroys it 

and creates a new universe, earth and Jerusalem—untainted by sin. 
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Isaiah 65:17 (NKJV)  
17  "For behold, I create new heavens and a new earth; And the former shall not be remembered 

or come to mind.  

 

 

2 Peter 3:14 (NKJV)  
14  Therefore, beloved, looking forward to these things, be diligent to be found by Him in 

peace, without spot and blameless; 

 

 

When Jesus comes for His Church let Him find us living in peace with people (Romans 12:18) 

and without spot and blameless (morally clean). 

 

 

 

The idea that Peter is communicating is that, we should live in such a way that we are constantly 

aware of the fact that we shall soon stand before God and give an account of our time on earth—

and that should create within us a desire to be at peace with people and without spot and 

blameless toward God. 

 

 

2 Peter 3:15a (NKJV)  
15  and consider that the longsuffering of our Lord is salvation… 

 

 

We need to fight feelings of impatience (or resentment) that the Lord is taking so long to come 

back (especially for those believers living in Peter’s day with all the persecution being leveled at 

them by the Roman government)—reminding ourselves, that the longer Jesus takes to come 

back, the greater the number of people that get saved! 

 

 

2 Peter 3:9 (NKJV)  
9  The Lord is not slack concerning His promise, as some count slackness, but is longsuffering 

toward us, not willing that any should perish but that all should come to repentance.  

 

 

2 Peter 3:15-16 (NKJV)  
15  and consider that the longsuffering of our Lord is salvation--as also our beloved brother 

Paul, according to the wisdom given to him, has written to you, 16  as also in all his epistles, 

speaking in them of these things, in which are some things hard to understand, which 

untaught and unstable people twist to their own destruction, as they do also the rest of the 

Scriptures. 

 

 

Notice how Peter calls Paul’s epistles—‘Scripture’, recognizing they were inspired by God! 
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I’m glad Peter (filled with the Holy Spirit) acknowledged that there are things in Holy Scripture 

(not just in Paul’s writings but in all Scripture) that are hard to understand. 

 

 

William MacDonald— 

   “Some Bible truths are hard to understand, such as the Trinity, God’s election and man’s free 

will, the mystery of suffering, etc. It should not disturb us if we find matters in the Bible which 

are above our understanding. The word of God is infinite and inexhaustible. In studying it we 

must always be willing to give God credit for knowing things which we can never fully fathom.” 

 

 

Deuteronomy 29:29 (NKJV)  
29 "The secret things belong to the LORD our God, but those things which are revealed belong to 

us and to our children forever…  

 

Isaiah 55:8-9 (NKJV)  
8 "For My thoughts are not your thoughts, Nor are your ways My ways," says the LORD.  
9 "For as the heavens are higher than the earth, So are My ways higher than your ways, And My 

thoughts than your thoughts.  

 

 

Because many truths in God’s Word are so deep and difficult to understand—it leaves the door 

open for deceivers to pervert and twist Scripture—to the damnation of themselves and those who 

follow them. 

 

 

 

The Greek word translated “twist” (v.16) means “to torture on the rack, to distort and pervert.” 

 

 

One author said— 

   “Instead of accepting them simply by faith, untaught and unstable people twist some of these 

difficult truths to their own destruction. Some cults, for instance, twist the law into a way of 

salvation rather than a revealer of sin. Others make baptism the door to heaven. They do this not 

only with Paul’s writings but with other Scriptures as well.” 

 

Another warned true believers— 

“Now, unlearned and unstable people have a difficult time understanding Paul’s teachings. 

Even some learned and stable people who have spiritual discernment can find themselves 

floundering in great passages like Romans 9–11! Some Bible students, in their attempt to 

“harmonize” seeming contradictions (Law and grace, Israel and the church, faith and works) twist 

the Scriptures and try to make them teach what is really not there.” 

 

 

Listen, even godly pastors and teachers can disagree on the correct interpretation of a difficult 

passage—those are not who Peter is talking about. 
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He’s talking about false teachers who ‘torture’ the Scriptures so as to use them to teach damning 

heresy (2Peter 2:1-3). 

 

 

2 Peter 3:17 (NKJV)  
17  You therefore, beloved, since you know this beforehand, beware lest you also fall from 

your own steadfastness, being led away with the error of the wicked [‘the lawless]… 

 

 

Warren Wiersbe— 

“True Christians cannot fall from salvation and be lost, but they can fall from their own 

“steadfastness.” What was this steadfastness? Being “established in the present truth” (2 Peter 

1:12). The stability of the Christian comes from his faith in the Word of God, his knowledge of that 

Word, and his ability to use that Word in the practical decisions of life. 

One of the great tragedies of evangelism is bringing “spiritual babies” into the world and then 

failing to feed them, nurture them, and help them develop. The apostates prey on young believers 

who have “very recently escaped” from the ways of error (2 Peter 2:18). New believers need to 

be taught the basic doctrines of the Word of God; otherwise, they will be in danger of being “led 

away with the error of the lawless.” 

 

 

The way we maintain our steadfastness is to keep walking faithfully in the truth of God’s Word. 

 

 

John 8:31-32 (NKJV)  
31 …Jesus said…"If you abide in My word, you are My disciples indeed. 32  And you shall know 

the truth, and the truth shall make you free [not just from sin but also from doctrinal error]." 

 

1 Timothy 4:16 (NKJV)  
16  Take heed to yourself and to the doctrine. Continue in them, for in doing this you will save 

both yourself and those who hear you. 

 

 

If we stay faithfully in God’s Word we will— 

 

 

2 Peter 3:18 (NKJV)  
18  …grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. To Him be the 

glory both now and forever. Amen. 

 

 

We as Christians we must constantly be growing “in grace”—but what does that mean? 
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It means that we must keep growing in Christian character and Christ-likeness—the very things 

Peter wrote about in 2 Peter 1:5–7, and that Paul wrote about in Galatians 5:22–23. 

 

 

I’ll quote Wiersbe one last time and we’ll close— 

“Growing in grace often means experiencing trials and even suffering. We never really 

experience the grace of God until we are at the end of our own resources. The lessons learned in 

the “school of grace” are always costly lessons, but they are worth it. To grow in grace means to 

become more like the Lord Jesus Christ, from whom we receive all the grace that we need (John 

1:16). 

We must also grow in knowledge. How easy it is to grow in knowledge but not in grace! All of 

us know far more of the Bible than we really live. Knowledge without grace is a terrible weapon, 

and grace without knowledge can be very shallow. But when we combine grace and knowledge, 

we have a marvelous tool for building our lives and for building the church. 

But note that we are challenged to grow, not just in knowledge of the Bible, as good as that is, 

but “in the knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.” It is one thing to “know the Bible,” 

and quite another thing to know the Son of God, the central theme of the Bible. The better we know 

Christ through the Word, the more we grow in grace; the more we grow in grace, the better we 

understand the Word of God. 

So, the separated Christian must constantly be guarding himself, lest he be led away into error; 

he also must be constantly growing in grace and knowledge. This requires diligence! It demands 

discipline and priorities. Nobody automatically drifts into spiritual growth and stability, but 

anybody can drift out of dedication and growth. “For this reason we must pay much closer 

attention to what we have heard, lest we drift away from it” (Heb. 2:1, NASB). Just as the boat 

needs the anchor, so the Christian needs the Word of God.” 

 

 

 


