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16. The Epistle of 2Peter—2:10-17 
 

(2/13/19) 
 

 

 

Peter ends chapter 1 of his second epistle by talking about the true prophets of God and how the 

Holy Spirit inspired their words which were written down and provided the rest of us with the 

light of God’s truth—the inspired Word of God. 

 

 

 

As he moves into the second chapter Peter proceeds to talk about false prophets (teachers)—who 

pervert God’s Word by teaching destructive heresies which if embraced will damn a person to 

hell. 

 

 

 

He ends verse 3 with the words—"But God condemned them long ago, and their destruction 

[judgment] will not be delayed.”  

 

 

2 Peter 2:9-11 (NKJV)  
9  then the Lord knows how to deliver the godly out of temptations and to reserve the unjust 

under punishment for the day of judgment, 10  and especially those who walk according to the 

flesh in the lust of uncleanness and despise authority. They are presumptuous, self-willed. 

They are not afraid to speak evil of dignitaries, 11  whereas angels, who are greater in power 

and might, do not bring a reviling accusation against them before the Lord. 

 

 

“who walk according to the flesh in the lust of uncleanness” 

 

 

 

Of course, ‘the flesh’ is a reference to the fallen nature of man. 

 

 

 

To ‘walk according to the flesh’ means to live for the lusts of the flesh—in other words, it 

describes a life that is being controlled by the fallen nature. 

 

 

 

This is directly opposite to how a child of God is commanded to walk— 
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Galatians 5:16 (NKJV)  
16  I say then: Walk in the Spirit, and you shall not fulfill the lust of the flesh. 

 

 

The word ‘walk’ is the Greek word ‘peripateo’—it is in the present imperative which means that 

Paul is commanding us to keep on walking in the Spirit (every day). 

 

 

 

What does it mean to walk in the Spirit? 

 

 

1. It means that the Holy Spirit lives in you—that you’re saved. 

 

 

2. It means to be surrendered and obedient to what the Spirit has revealed in His Word as to 

the will of God for your life. 

 

 

3. It means to be open and sensitive to the influence and leading of the Holy Spirit in your 

daily life. 

 

 

 

Paul goes on in Galatians 5 to describe what a life that walks according to the flesh looks like— 

 

 

Galatians 5:19-21 (NKJV)  
19  Now the works of the flesh are evident, which are: adultery, fornication, uncleanness, 

lewdness, 20  idolatry, sorcery, hatred, contentions, jealousies, outbursts of wrath, selfish 

ambitions, dissensions, heresies, 21  envy, murders, drunkenness, revelries, and the like; of which 

I tell you beforehand, just as I also told you in time past, that those who practice such things will 

not inherit the kingdom of God. (Comment) 

 

 

Peter doesn’t itemize the kind of sins a life controlled by the flesh produces—but simply 

acknowledges that these people walk “in the lust of uncleanness.” (v.10) 

 

 

 

Uncleanness is a Greek word that means “defilements”—they walk in the lusts of defilements.  

 

 

J. Vernon McGee says,  

  “This is a picture of those who are really lower than animals. They are those who delight in 

that which is vulgar, vile, and vicious. They relish that type of thing.” 
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William MacDonald— 

   “It is no secret that false religious leaders, posing as ministers of Christ, are often characterized 

by low moral standards. They not only indulge in illicit sexual activities themselves, but they 

openly advocate libertinism. The Episcopal Chaplain of a girls’ school in Baltimore, Maryland, 

wrote: ‘We all ought to relax and stop feeling guilty about our sexual activities, thoughts and 

desires. And I mean this, whether those thoughts are heterosexual, homosexual or auto-sexual.… 

Sex is fun … and this means that there are no laws attached which you ought to do or not to do. 

There are no rules of the game, so to speak.’” 

 

 

Understand that the fallen nature is not only morally corrupt—it is rebellious. 

 

 

 

And because it’s rebellious, those that walk according to the flesh hate anyone’s authority over 

their life—including and especially God’s authority. 

 

 

We see the rebellious fallen heart of man portrayed in defiance against his Creator’s right to 

reign over our lives in William Henley’s classic poem Invictus— 

  “Out of the night that covers me black as the pit from pole to pole, I thank whatever gods may 

be for my unconquerable soul. 

   In the fell clutch of circumstance, I have not winced nor cried aloud. Under the bludgeoning of 

chance my head is bloody but unbowed. 

   Beyond this place of wrath and tears looms but the horror of the shade. And yet but the menace 

of the years finds and shall find me unafraid. 

   It matters not how straight the gate, how charged with punishments the scroll, I am the master 

of my fate. I am the captain of my soul.” 

 

 

Peter acknowledges this when he says that these false teachers are defiled, immoral people 

who—“despise authority.” 

 

 

 

In other words, they are notoriously rebellious and even though they may give God ‘lip-

service’—they often seek to replace Him by setting themselves up as the ‘divine authority’ in the 

lives of their followers. 

 

 

 

Peter goes on to describe some of the characteristics of these false teachers when he says— 

 

 

2 Peter 2:10b (NKJV)  
10 …They are presumptuous, self-willed. They are not afraid to speak evil of dignitaries,  
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The word ‘presumptuous’ means “very daring and bold”; ‘self-willed’ means they “live only 

to please themselves”—again pride and rebellion characterize these people. 

 

 

 

Outwardly they appear to be men or women of God serving His people—but inwardly they are 

‘ravenous wolves’ who prey upon God’s flock to build up their own egos and line their pockets. 

 

 

 

Peter says of these false teachers that—"They are not afraid to speak evil of dignitaries”. 

 

 

 

The word ‘dignitaries’ literally means “glorious ones”—a term that could apply to earthly 

leaders in places of authority in human government. 

 

 

Romans 13:1-2 (NKJV)  
1  Let every soul be subject to the governing authorities. For there is no authority except from 

God, and the authorities that exist are appointed by God. 2  Therefore whoever resists the 

authority resists the ordinance of God, and those who resist will bring judgment on themselves.  

 

 

However, Peter could have in mind spiritual authorities— 

 

 

J. Vernon McGee— 

“And despise government.” Many commentators say that this refers to government here on 

earth. I have reason to believe, since this word occurs so few times in the Word of God, that it 

really means “dominion.” The same word kuriotēs is translated “dominion” in verse 8 of Jude 

and “lordship” in the first chapter of Ephesians. In Ephesians it has to do with spiritual 

governments. In other words, they despise that which is spiritual, that which God has ordained 

above us: the angels and the way God is running His universe. They are the ones who ask God to 

damn everything under the sun. They are not pleased with anything.” 

 

 

I believe this is the correct interpretation since Peter follows the statement that false teachers 

speak evil of dignitaries with verse 11— 

 

 

2 Peter 2:11 (NKJV)  
11  whereas angels, who are greater in power and might, do not bring a reviling accusation 

against them before the Lord.  
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This of course reminds us of something Jude said in his epistle— 

 

 

Jude 1:8-10 (NKJV)  
8  Likewise also these dreamers defile the flesh, reject authority, and speak evil of dignitaries. 
9  Yet Michael the archangel, in contending with the devil, when he disputed about the body of 

Moses, dared not bring against him a reviling accusation, but said, "The Lord rebuke you!" 
10  But these speak evil of whatever they do not know; and whatever they know naturally, like 

brute beasts, in these things they corrupt themselves. 

 

 

What Jude had in mind when he talked about Michael the archangel contending with the devil 

over the body of Moses—we don’t have time to get into. 

 

 

 

Jude’s purpose in bringing that incident up was to point out how that godliness respects the 

authority God has ordained—even if that authority becomes corrupt as was the case of Lucifer 

(Ezek. 28:11-19; Isa.14:12-15). 

 

 

 

David demonstrated the same respect for God’s anointed when he refused to kill King Saul when 

he had the chance to do so twice (1Samuel 24 & 26—“I will not touch (strike) the Lord’s 

anointed”). 

 

 

 

Later Daniel demonstrated a respect for a despot king named Nebuchadnezzar. (Comment) 

 

 

 

Peter expressed that same respect for authority in his first epistle when he admonished his 

readers—"Fear God and respect the king.” (1 Peter 2:17) 

 

 

 

That statement becomes all the more powerful when you realize that Caesar Nero was king at 

that time. (Explain)  

 

 

 

As we have already talked about in our studies in 2Peter—all rebellion in the universe can be 

traced back to the first rebel—Lucifer who rejected God’s authority over his life and sought to 

become God. (Comment) 
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Lucifer will eventually attain the god-like status he has always wanted (and the worship that goes 

with it) during the Tribulation Period under the leadership of the Antichrist and False Prophet. 

 

 

Revelation 13:1-4 (NLT2)  
1  Then I saw a beast [Antichrist] rising up out of the sea [nations]. It had seven heads and ten 

horns, with ten crowns on its horns. And written on each head were names that blasphemed God. 
2  This beast looked like a leopard, but it had the feet of a bear and the mouth of a lion! And the 

dragon [Satan] gave the beast his own power and throne and great authority. 3  I saw that one of 

the heads of the beast seemed wounded beyond recovery—but the fatal wound was healed! The 

whole world marveled at this miracle and gave allegiance to the beast. 4  They worshiped the 

dragon [Satan] for giving the beast such power, and they also worshiped the beast [Antichrist]. 

“Who is as great as the beast?” they exclaimed. “Who is able to fight against him?”  

 

 

The rebellious heart of man is quickly moving toward judgment—as Peter goes on to say: 

 

 

2 Peter 2:12 (NKJV)  
12  But these, like natural brute beasts made to be caught and destroyed, speak evil of the 

things they do not understand, and will utterly perish in their own corruption, 

 

 

Peter here likens the unsaved person (especially false teachers who espouse rebellion against 

God) as “natural brute beasts”.  

 

 

(Explain how the fall of man reduced him to a two-dimensional creature like the animal 

kingdom)  

 

 

 

When Peter said that the unsaved rebels of the world “speak evil of the things they do not 

understand”—he primarily has in mind the ignorance of people who criticize and rail against 

God’s truth—the Bible. 

 

 

William MacDonald— 

“Their ignorance is never more glaring than when they criticize the Bible. Because they are 

devoid of divine life, they are utterly unable to understand the words, ways, and works of God (1 

Cor. 2:14). Yet they pose as experts in the spiritual realm. A humble believer can see more on his 

knees than they can see on their tiptoes. 

They will be destroyed in the same destruction as the animals. Since they choose to live like 

animals, they will die like them. Their death will not mean extinction, but they will die ingloriously 

and without hope [in the Lake of Fire].” 
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2 Peter 2:12-13a (NKJV)  
12  But these, like natural brute beasts made to be caught and destroyed, speak evil of the things 

they do not understand, and will utterly perish in their own corruption, 13  and will receive the 

wages of unrighteousness [in hell], as those who count it pleasure to carouse in the 

daytime… 

 

 

The idea that Peter is expressing when he says that these evil teachers will receive the wages 

(payment) of their unrighteousness—"as those who count it pleasure to carouse in the 

daytime” is that these people are not ashamed of the way they’re living so as to do their sins 

under the cover of darkness. 

 

 

 

NO! He is describing people that are so bold in their immorality and rebellion that they commit 

their sins in broad daylight. (Like ‘Gay-pride’ parades and TV shows that glorify sex) 

 

 

2 Peter 2:13b (NKJV)  
13  …They are spots and blemishes, carousing in their own deceptions while they feast with 

you, 

 

 

Peter says that these people are ‘spots’ and ‘blemishes’ in the church’s love feasts (two terms 

that speak of filthy defiled stains and cancerous sores). 

 

 

 

These corrupt people revel in their own deceptions and pretend to honor God at church feasts 

while they destroy His people with their false and damning doctrines. 

 

 

 

Jude said something similar— 

 

 

Jude 1:12a (NKJV)  
12  These are spots in your love feasts, while they feast with you without fear, serving only 

themselves… 

 

 

 

 

 

 


