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28. The Book of 2Samuel—17:1-23 

 

 

“A Wise Fool”    

(2/12/17) 

 

 

 

We have been studying the life of David in 2Samuel—the good, the bad and the ugly. 

 

 

 

For the first twenty years of his reign, as David honored the Lord and obeyed Him, his life and 

reign were extremely blessed by God. 

 

 

 

He never lost a battle, he gained more and more wealth and his name became famous throughout 

what we now commonly refer to as the Middle East.  

 

 

 

But as we have said—all of that changed when he decided to commit adultery with another 

man’s wife. 

 

 

 

The man was Uriah (one of David’s chief solders) and his wife was Bathsheba. (Explain) 

 

 

 

God forgave David for what he had done—but still pronounced some fairly severe consequences 

upon him for his sin— 

 

 

 

2 Samuel 12:10-12 (NKJV)  
10  Now therefore, the sword shall never depart from your house, because you have despised Me, 

and have taken the wife of Uriah the Hittite to be your wife.' 11  Thus says the LORD: 'Behold, I 

will raise up adversity against you from your own house; and I will take your wives before your 

eyes and give them to your neighbor, and he shall lie with your wives in the sight of this sun. 
12  For you did it secretly, but I will do this thing before all Israel, before the sun.' " 
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These consequences that God spoke of began with the rebellion of Absalom, David’s second 

oldest son, and they brought some very dark days into his life. 

 

 

 

As we saw in chapter 16, as David was at one of the lowest points in his life, the chapter records 

for us, how one man tried to take advantage of him thru deception (Ziba); another cursed and 

kicked him when he was down (Shimei). 

 

 

 

But by far the most painful thing David endured during this period (apart from Absalom’s 

rebellion) came at the hands of one of his best friends and most trusted confidants—a man by the 

name of Ahithophel. 

 

 

 

2 Samuel 16:15, 20-22 (NKJV)  
15  Meanwhile Absalom and all the people, the men of Israel, came to Jerusalem; and 

Ahithophel was with him….20  Then Absalom said to Ahithophel, "Give counsel as to what 

we should do." 21  And Ahithophel said to Absalom, "Go in to your father's concubines, 

whom he has left to keep the house; and all Israel will hear that you are abhorred by your 

father. Then the hands of all who are with you will be strong." 22  So they pitched a tent for 

Absalom on the top of the house, and Absalom went in to his father's concubines in the 

sight of all Israel. 

 

 

 

Apart from killing his father this was the worst thing Absalom could have done to him—the 

ultimate act of humiliation and degradation toward his dad. (Explain) 

 

 

 

Now, with all of that as background, chapter 17 begins— 

 

 

 

2 Samuel 17:1-4 (NKJV)  
1  Moreover Ahithophel said to Absalom, "Now let me choose twelve thousand men, and I 

will arise and pursue David tonight. 2  I will come upon him while he is weary and weak, 

and make him afraid. And all the people who are with him will flee, and I will strike only 

the king. 3  Then I will bring back all the people to you. When all return except the man 

whom you seek, all the people will be at peace." 4  And the saying pleased Absalom and all 

the elders of Israel.  

 

 



3 

 

We need to see this counsel from Ahithophel in the light of the last verse of chapter 16— 

 

 

 

2 Samuel 16:23 (NKJV)  
23  Now the advice of Ahithophel, which he gave in those days, was as if one had inquired at 

the oracle of God. So was all the advice of Ahithophel both with David and with Absalom. 

 

 

 

I believe that Ahithophel was a proud man—his words were so respected, and even revered, 

among the people of Israel that when he spoke it was as if God Himself was speaking—and this 

fostered a lot of pride in him. 

 

 

 

We see his pride come thru clearly in the counsel he gave to Absalom (take note of all the 

personal pronouns he uses)—“Let me now choose … I will arise … I will come … I will strike… 

I will bring back”.  

 

 

 

Ahithophel saw himself as assuming command of the army and leading the attack against David 

so he could personally supervise his defeat and death—the death of the man who had once been 

his close friend but was now his mortal enemy. 

 

 

 

Not only was Ahithophel a man full of pride—he was also a man filled with bitterness and hatred 

toward David—but why? What had happened to cause him to so turn against David? 

 

 

 

As we have seen in prior studies, Ahithophel was Bathsheba’s grandfather. (Explain) 

 

 

 

Now, getting back to our text, I believe the advice that Ahithophel gave to Absalom was good 

(v.14) and probably would have produced the desired results (the death of David)—if it were not 

for the counsel of another man named Hushai. 

 

 

 

If you remember from our study last week—Hushai was another one of David’s close counselors 

who remained loyal to him and initially followed him out of Jerusalem. 
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However, David thought he would be more helpful if he went back and pretended to be loyal to 

Absalom—this way he could contradict the counsel of Ahithophel and hopefully confuse the 

plans of Absalom. 

 

 

 

2 Samuel 17:5-14 (NKJV)  
5  Then Absalom said, "Now call Hushai the Archite also, and let us hear what he says too." 
6  And when Hushai came to Absalom, Absalom spoke to him, saying, "Ahithophel has 

spoken in this manner. Shall we do as he says? If not, speak up." 7  So Hushai said to 

Absalom: "The advice that Ahithophel has given is not good at this time. 8  For," said 

Hushai, "you know your father and his men, that they are mighty men, and they are 

enraged in their minds, like a bear robbed of her cubs in the field; and your father is a man 

of war, and will not camp with the people. 9  Surely by now he is hidden in some pit, or in 

some other place. And it will be, when some of them are overthrown at the first, that 

whoever hears it will say, 'There is a slaughter among the people who follow Absalom.' 
10  And even he who is valiant, whose heart is like the heart of a lion, will melt completely. 

For all Israel knows that your father is a mighty man, and those who are with him are 

valiant men. 11  Therefore I advise that all Israel be fully gathered to you, from Dan to 

Beersheba, like the sand that is by the sea for multitude, and that you go to battle in 

person. 12  So we will come upon him in some place where he may be found, and we will fall 

on him as the dew falls on the ground. And of him and all the men who are with him there 

shall not be left so much as one. 13  Moreover, if he has withdrawn into a city, then all Israel 

shall bring ropes to that city; and we will pull it into the river, until there is not one small 

stone found there." 14  So Absalom and all the men of Israel said, "The advice of Hushai the 

Archite is better than the advice of Ahithophel." For the LORD had purposed to defeat the 

good advice of Ahithophel, to the intent that the LORD might bring disaster on Absalom. 

 

 

 

One commentator gives us insight into the brilliant counsel of Hushai— 

   “Hushai wasn’t in the room when Ahithophel outlined his plan, so Absalom called him in and 

told him what his favorite counselor had said. Directed by the Lord, Hushai took an entirely 

different approach and focused on the ego of the young king. Hushai’s reply isn’t a series of “I 

will” statements about himself but rather a series of statements about the new king that couldn’t 

help but ignite Absalom’s imagination and inflate his ego. Hushai laid an effective verbal trap, 

and Absalom fell into it.” 

 

 

And again, the reason Absalom fell into Hushai’s trap was because of his own pride (which the 

Lord used against him). 

 

 

 

Hushai told Absalom that he must lead the army—and that it must be the biggest army he could 

assemble “from Dan to Beersheba”—what a way to start his reign! 
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Of course, what Hushai was seeking to do in appealing to Absalom’s pride—was to buy more 

time for David to put some distance between him and Absalom as well as to give him time to 

plan a counter-attack. 

 

 

 

2 Samuel 17:15-17 (NKJV)  
15  Then Hushai said to Zadok and Abiathar the priests, "Thus and so Ahithophel advised 

Absalom and the elders of Israel, and thus and so I have advised. 16  Now therefore, send 

quickly and tell David, saying, 'Do not spend this night in the plains of the wilderness, but 

speedily cross over, lest the king and all the people who are with him be swallowed up.' " 
17  Now Jonathan [Abiathar’s son] and Ahimaaz [Zadok’s son] stayed at En Rogel, for they 

dared not be seen coming into the city; so a female servant would come and tell them, and 

they would go and tell King David.  

 

 

 

Hushai immediately communicated Ahithophel’s advice to Zadok and Abiathar who were priests 

living in Jerusalem pretending to be loyal to Absalom but were really spies for David—just in 

case Absalom decided to follow Ahithophel’s advice after all. 

 

 

 

As soon as Hushai told them what Ahithophel had counseled Absalom and what he had 

counseled instead, they got word to their sons who were staying at the spring of En Rogel (just 

south of the Mt. of Olives and north of Bethlehem) using a brave young gal as a messenger since 

these two sons of the priests dared not go in and out of Jerusalem lest they arouse suspicion. 

 

 

 

The plan was to warn David and his followers to escape across the Jordan River so Ahithophel’s 

counsel would be brought to nothing. 

 

 

 

2 Samuel 17:18-22 (NKJV)  
18  Nevertheless a lad saw them, and told Absalom. But both of them went away quickly and 

came to a man's house in Bahurim, who had a well in his court; and they went down into it. 
19  Then the woman took and spread a covering over the well's mouth, and spread ground 

grain on it; and the thing was not known. 20  And when Absalom's servants came to the 

woman at the house, they said, "Where are Ahimaaz and Jonathan?" So the woman said to 

them, "They have gone over the water brook." And when they had searched and could not 

find them, they returned to Jerusalem. 21  Now it came to pass, after they had departed, that 

they came up out of the well and went and told King David, and said to David, "Arise and 

cross over the water quickly. For thus has Ahithophel advised against you." 22  So David 
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and all the people who were with him arose and crossed over the Jordan. By morning light 

not one of them was left who had not gone over the Jordan. 

 

 

 

Now, I’d like to pick up the story of what happened between David and Absalom next time. 

 

 

 

But for the rest of our time this morning I’d like to focus in on v.23— 

 

 

 

2 Samuel 17:23 (NKJV)  
23  Now when Ahithophel saw that his advice was not followed, he saddled a donkey, and 

arose and went home to his house, to his city. Then he put his household in order, and 

hanged himself, and died; and he was buried in his father's tomb.  

 

 

 

Commentators are divided as to why Ahithophel committed suicide. 

 

 

 

Some believe it was because he was so proud that when Absalom and the elders of Israel took 

the advice of Hushai over his he was so humiliated and his pride was so wounded that he ended 

his life over it. 

 

 

 

I’m mean listen once again to what they said in v.14—“So Absalom and all the men of Israel 

said, ‘The advice of Hushai the Archite is better than the advice of Ahithophel!”—for a proud 

man whose advice was like was talking, this was a bitter pill to swallow! 

 

 

 

Others believe that he committed suicide because he realized that he had made a big mistake in 

following Absalom—that he wasn’t the leader Ahithophel thought him to be. 

 

 

 

I mean, he knew his counsel was sound and would have worked—but when it was rejected by 

Absalom in favor of the advice of Hushai (who was obviously pandering to Absalom’s pride) 

Ahithophel realized he had ‘hitched his wagon to the wrong star’. 
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I believe it was at this point that Ahithophel finally realized that Absalom was a fool and not a 

good and wise leader like David and therefore it was only a matter of time before David 

regrouped and took back the throne. 

 

 

 

I personally think it was a combination of both. 

 

 

 

I believe it was his pride that definitely contributed to his death—pride rooted in his massive ego 

that couldn’t handle being ‘dissed’ when his counsel was rejected in favor of Hushai’s. 

 

 

 

It would be like Bill Belichick pulling Tom Brady during the Super Bowl and replacing him with 

a high school quarter back—in Ahithophel’s mind this was the ultimate humiliation. 

 

 

 

The Bible warns us that “Pride goes before destruction, and a haughty spirit before a fall.” 

(Prov.16:18)  

 

 

 

But I really believe it was his bitterness and hatred of David that caused Ahithophel to throw his 

lot in with Absalom in the first place. 

 

 

 

Hatred and bitterness can poison us from within, warp our thinking, skew our perception of 

reality and ultimately cause us to make bad decisions—decisions that can hurt us and possibly 

even destroy us (not to mention others) in the process. 

 

 

 

Just look at the hatred and bitterness we’re seeing every day in our country being directed at 

President Donald Trump. 

 

 

 

It has caused many people to act like violent lunatic thugs who are destroying property, burning 

cars and injuring many people. 

 

 



8 

 

A group of these thugs in Seattle beat unconscious a few Trump supporters for no reason—and 

I’ve seen similar stories across our country. 

 

 

 

This was in the news yesterday, 

   “Rutherford County Schools said a substitute teacher will no longer be working in the school 

district after he was accused of posting ‘inappropriate, threatening’ comments on social media 

regarding President Donald Trump. Rutherford County Schools received several messages about 

David Colin on Wednesday. Colin is accused of posting on Facebook, ‘the only good Trump 

supporter is a dead Trump supporter,’” 

 

 

 

Another publication called Campus Reform posted this article, 

   “This past Monday a far-left group called “Knights for Socialism” held a “Bash the Fash” 

(fascists) workshop to teach students at the University of Central Florida how to beat 

Republicans — physically.  The so-called “leftist fight club” was open to everyone — except 

Republicans.” 

 

 

 

Other groups like “Black Lives Matter” have so inflamed hatred in the hearts of many black 

Americans towards the police that some have taken it upon themselves to gun down cops. 

 

 

 

All because they were convinced that the police were targeting young black men—something 

that the facts don’t support—but when your full of hatred and bitterness facts don’t matter. 

 

 

 

Hebrews 12:15 warns us that a root of bitterness can cause much trouble and defile (poison) 

many people. 

 

 

 

As Christians, we must be careful not to get swept up by all the hatred and violence and want to 

retaliate in some way. 

 

 

 

We are commanded in Romans 12—“Repay no one evil for evil… Do not be overcome by evil, 

but overcome evil with good.” (v.17 and 21) 

 

 



9 

 

But I think Spurgeon had an interesting take on 2Samuel 17:23 which he brought forth in a 

message he delivered to his congregation on July 5th, 1906 at the Metropolitan Tabernacle in 

London— 

 

 

 

2 Samuel 17:23 (NLT)  
23  When Ahithophel realized that his advice had not been followed, he saddled his donkey, 

went to his hometown, set his affairs in order, and hanged himself. He died there and was 

buried in the family tomb.  

 

 

 

In his sermon, Spurgeon acknowledged that a wise guy like Ahithophel did a foolish thing by 

taking his own life. 

 

 

 

He began his message with the words, “His case teaches us that the greatest worldly wisdom 

will not preserve a man from the utmost folly.” 

 

 

 

But he said what really stood out for him about the passage were the words— “He put his house 

in order, and hanged himself.” 

  

 

 

Spurgeon said,   

   “To put his house in order, showed that he was a prudent man; to hang himself, proved that he 

was a fool. Herein is a strange mixture of discretion and desperation, mind and madness. Shall a 

man have wisdom enough to arrange his worldly affairs with care, and yet shall he be so sapless 

as to take his own life afterwards?...That he should care for his house who cared not for either 

body or soul?” Strange incongruity, he makes his will, and then, because he cannot have his 

will, he wills to die. ’Tis another proof that madness is in the hearts of the sons of men.”  

 

 

 

He went on to say how that thousands (actually millions) take the time to set the affairs of this 

life in order—but completely neglect making any preparation for the life to come. 

 

 

 

They pour untold time and energy into building their business and making money—laying up for 

themselves treasures on earth but have laid nothing up in heaven for eternity—if they have even 

received Christ at all. 
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He said, it’s as if they spend their lives gathering broken sea shells with great care and 

perseverance—but they throw away priceless diamonds along the way (the treasures they could 

have waiting for them in heaven if they were as industrious in the work of God). 

 

 

 

He went on to indict the world of unbelievers with the words, 

   “You have been engaged for years in farming. You have ploughed, and sown, and reaped, and 

gathered into the barn, and no one has done the work better than you, and yet, though you have 

been so careful in your labor, you have never sown, to the Spirit, nor cared to reap life 

everlasting. You have never asked to have your heart ploughed with the gospel plough, nor sown 

with the living seed, and the consequence will be that, at the last, you will have no harvest but 

weeds and thistles, and you will be given over to eternal destruction.” 

 

 

 

I believe that, when Spurgeon spoke these words, he had the words of Jesus in mind in Luke 

12— 

 

 

 

Luke 12:15-21 (NKJV)  
15  And He said to them, "Take heed and beware of covetousness, for one's life does not consist 

in the abundance of the things he possesses." 16  Then He spoke a parable to them, saying: "The 

ground of a certain rich man yielded plentifully. 17  And he thought within himself, saying, 'What 

shall I do, since I have no room to store my crops?' 18  So he said, 'I will do this: I will pull down 

my barns and build greater, and there I will store all my crops and my goods. 19  And I will say to 

my soul, "Soul, you have many goods laid up for many years; take your ease; eat, drink, and be 

merry." ' 20  But God said to him, 'Fool! This night your soul will be required of you; then whose 

will those things be which you have provided?' 21  So is he who lays up treasure for himself, and 

is not rich toward God." 

 

 

 

The Lord Jesus was always trying to shift the emphasis of people away from the 

material/temporal to the spiritual/eternal. 

 

 

 

He began this parable with a warning against coveting (lusting, strongly desiring) material things 

on earth— 

 

 

"Take heed and beware of covetousness, for one's life does not consist in the abundance of the 

things he possesses." (v.15) 
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Of course Jesus’ words were directed primarily at unbelievers—but those of us who are 

Christians can and should take the Lord’s words to heart also. 

 

 

 

Many professing Christians are diligently pursuing earthly treasures (materialism) but are not 

putting anytime into the walk with and service for the Lord.  

 

 

 

I’m sure many of them have their financial houses in order—they have planned for retirement 

and have a nice nest egg waiting for them—but they are killing their souls thru neglect. 

 

 

 

It’s very interesting to me to see how the man in this parable viewed himself—and then to see 

how God viewed him. 

 

 

 

Verse 19 is how he viewed himself—on easy street with not a care in the world. 

 

 

 

He felt he could retire and live for many years on the fortune he had amassed—and his 

philosophy of life was going to be, “take it easy and eat, drink and be merry.” 

 

 

 

Now that’s how he viewed himself looking at life from the perspective of earth and the temporal. 

 

 

 

Unfortunately for him that’s not how God saw this man’s life—He saw it from an eternal 

perspective— 

 

 

Luke 12:20 (NKJV)  
20  But God said to him, 'Fool! This night your soul will be required of you; then whose will 

those things be which you have provided?' 

 

 

 

It’s also interesting that this man never got the chance to build bigger barns to hold all his 

abundance and he never got the chance to enjoy his retirement—he only thought to do these 

things in his mind—that was his plan for the future—a future he never lived to see. 
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God calls him a fool because he made all these plans for his future life on the earth not realizing 

his time on earth was just about up (“this night your soul will be required of you”) and he was 

totally unprepared for the life to come. 

 

 

 

Jesus then gives the moral of the story— 

 

 

Luke 12:21 (NKJV)  
21  So is he who lays up treasure for himself, and is not rich toward God."  

 

 

 

Jesus is saying that everyone is a fool who uses their life to make money and lay up for 

themselves all kinds of material things on earth but is spiritually bankrupt toward God and will 

spend eternity in hell. 

 

 

 

How utterly foolish is that—to plan for retirement but not for eternity? 

 

 

 

And that’s why this man, and everyone like him, are called fools—they’re fools because they 

live their lives as though this life is all there is and self is all that matters and there is nothing 

beyond death.  

 

 

 

I want you to notice that the Lord didn’t call this man evil for working hard and gaining wealth—

there is nothing evil about hard work and enjoying the fruits of your labor. 

 

 

 

The Lord called him a fool because he only stored up for himself treasures on earth but laid up 

nothing in heaven for his eternity. 

 

 

 

I think Spurgeon was on to something here—Ahithophel had earthly wisdom, prestige and 

success—but when it came to the most things in life—he played the fool.  

 

 

 

It’s possible to be a wise fool—definitely not something you want written on your tombstone! 


