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05. The Book of Daniel—5:1-31 
 

(4/26/17) 
 

 

 

Nebuchadnezzar died on October 7, 562 B.C. 

 

 

 

Daniel was 86 or 87 by this time and had been in retirement for a number of years. 

 

 

 

When Nebuchadnezzar died, the kingdom began to deteriorate. 

 

 

 

He was succeeded by his son Evil-Merodach who reigned two years before being assassinated by 

his brother-in-law Neriglissar in 560. 

 

 

 

Neriglissar reigned for four years and after he died of natural causes, his young son, Labashi-

Marduk, was put on the throne, where he reigned for a mere two months before being murdered 

by a band of conspirators, including Nabonidus, who was a son-in-law of Nebuchadnezzar.  

 

 

 

His marriage to Neb’s daughter was probably for political reasons, it was designed to strengthen 

his claim to the throne—which became his in 556 B.C. 

 

 

 

Nabonidus reigned from 556 to 539 until Cyrus the Persian conquered Babylon. 

 

 

 

But Nabonidus didn’t even live in Babylon—in fact for 13 out of the 16 years he reigned he 

didn’t even set foot in the city.  
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Nabonidus spent a lot of time away fighting battles and so he appointed his son Belshazzar as co-

regent of the city of Babylon and second in the entire kingdom. 

 

 

 

Liberal scholars and historians alike for years challenged this by saying that the Book of Daniel 

was in error and that there was absolutely no evidence of any king known as Belshazzar that 

reigned in Babylon. 

 

 

 

Secular history says the king of Babylon at that time was Nabonidus—who is right? No one 

knew how to reconcile these two accounts. 

 

 

 

But then in 1854, a British consul named J. G. Taylor was exploring some ruins in southern Iraq 

for the British Museum and came across four cuneiform cylinders in the foundation of a ziggurat 

at Ur.  

 

 

 

These were deposited by Nabonidus—all four apparently had the same, identical inscription. 

 

 

 

It turned out that the inscriptions had been written at the command of Nabonidus, they 

commemorated the repair of a temple tower at Ur, and they contained a prayer for the long life 

and good health of Nabonidus and for his eldest son Belshazzar. 

 

 

 

Pastor and author David Jeremiah explains— 

“[These cylinders] cleared up the problem. There were two kings of Babylon during Daniel’s 

later life, a father and a son. Nabonidus, who occupied a stronghold outside the city, had his 

eldest son, Belshazzar, as co-regent. He allowed him to use the royal title. Belshazzar was slain 

while defending the city; Nabonidus was spared. This detail explains Daniel 5:29, where it says: 

“Then at Belshazzar’s command, Daniel was clothed in purple, a gold chain was placed around 

his neck, and he was proclaimed the third highest ruler in the kingdom. He was made the third 

ruler because there were already two others, Nabonidus and Belshazzar.” 

 

 

 

Now, as we enter into Daniel 5, at least twenty-three years has elapsed between the end of 

chapter 4 and the beginning of chapter 5. 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ziggurat
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ur
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And during that time, Daniel chapters 7 and 8 took place—in the first and third years of 

Belshazzar’s reign (7:1; 8:1). 

 

 

 

From the king’s dream in chapter 2 and the vision in chapter 7, Daniel knew that the Medes and 

Persians would conquer the city and succeed Babylon as the next world governing empire. 

 

 

 

In fact, four months before Babylon fell—the Medes and Persians had already conquered most of 

the territory. 

 

 

 

The only thing left was the city itself—which Belshazzar and his leaders were hold up in 

thinking that the walls of the city were invincible and therefore, they were untouchable. 

(Explain) 

 

 

 

They had food for twenty years and the Euphrates River flowed right thru the center of the city 

giving them an inexhaustible supply of water. 

 

 

 

Belshazzar was only fourteen years old when his grandfather, Nebuchadnezzar, built his ninety-

foot-tall golden image (chapter 3) in defiance of the prophecy God gave to Daniel as he 

interpreted Nebuchadnezzar’s dream (chapter 2) that the Medo-Persian Empire would replace the 

Babylonian Empire. 

 

 

 

As we saw in chapter three, after God had spared Daniel’s three friends from Nebuchadnezzar’s 

fiery furnace, he had decreed that all peoples were to give respect to the God of Shadrach, 

Meshach, and Abed-Nego (Dan. 3:29). 

 

 

 

And then as we studied chapter four, we believe Nebuchadnezzar got saved, and that chapter 

four contained his own personal testimony (written by him) as a witness to all the peoples of the 

known world offering praise to the God of the Jews, for His sovereignty and greatness (4:34–37). 
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However and unfortunately, our children don’t always follow in our faith—which was true for 

Nebuchadnezzar’s grandson Belshazzar who treated the God of Israel with arrogant disrespect. 

 

 

 

Belshazzar, at one point during his bacchanalian feast, commanded that the sacred vessels of 

gold and silver taken from the Jewish Temple be brought out so that he, his wives and lords 

could drink wine from them. 

 

 

 

This was Belshazzar’s way of saying that, “even though we are surrounded by the Medo-Persian 

army, we’re so confident that Babylon will never fall, in spite of what the God of the Jews says—

we’re going to throw a big, drunken party to prove it.” 

 

 

 

Well, let’s see how that worked out— 

 

 

 

Daniel 5:1-4 (NKJV)  
1  Belshazzar the king made a great feast for a thousand of his lords, and drank wine in the 

presence of the thousand. 2  While he tasted the wine, Belshazzar gave the command to 

bring the gold and silver vessels which his father Nebuchadnezzar had taken from the 

temple which had been in Jerusalem, that the king and his lords, his wives, and his 

concubines might drink from them. 3  Then they brought the gold vessels that had been 

taken from the temple of the house of God which had been in Jerusalem; and the king and 

his lords, his wives, and his concubines drank from them. 4  They drank wine, and praised 

the gods of gold and silver, bronze and iron, wood and stone.  

 

 

 

From what I understand, Oriental despots loved to have these large, lavish banquets. 

 

 

 

In Babylon, a large court measuring 56 by 170 feet has been unearthed, decorated with Greek 

columns—this is probably where the feast of Daniel 5 took place. 

 

 

 

Nebuchadnezzar was Belshazzar’s grandfather rather than his father (v.2)—in the Hebrew and 

Chaldee language there isn’t any word for ‘grandfather’ or ‘grandson’ so any ancestor was 

referred to as a ‘father’ and male descendant as a ‘son’. 
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Daniel 5:5-12 (NKJV)  
5  In the same hour the fingers of a man's hand appeared and wrote opposite the lampstand 

on the plaster of the wall of the king's palace; and the king saw the part of the hand that 

wrote. 6  Then the king's countenance changed, and his thoughts troubled him, so that the 

joints of his hips were loosened and his knees knocked against each other. 7  The king cried 

aloud to bring in the astrologers, the Chaldeans, and the soothsayers. The king spoke, 

saying to the wise men of Babylon, "Whoever reads this writing, and tells me its 

interpretation, shall be clothed with purple and have a chain of gold around his neck; and 

he shall be the third ruler in the kingdom." 8  Now all the king's wise men came, but they 

could not read the writing, or make known to the king its interpretation. 9  Then King 

Belshazzar was greatly troubled, his countenance was changed, and his lords were 

astonished. 10  The queen, because of the words of the king and his lords, came to the 

banquet hall. The queen spoke, saying, "O king, live forever! Do not let your thoughts 

trouble you, nor let your countenance change. 11  There is a man in your kingdom in whom 

is the Spirit of the Holy God. And in the days of your father, light and understanding and 

wisdom, like the wisdom of the gods, were found in him; and King Nebuchadnezzar your 

father--your father the king--made him chief of the magicians, astrologers, Chaldeans, and 

soothsayers. 12  Inasmuch as an excellent spirit, knowledge, understanding, interpreting 

dreams, solving riddles, and explaining enigmas were found in this Daniel, whom the king 

named Belteshazzar, now let Daniel be called, and he will give the interpretation."  

 

 

 

The ‘queen’ mentioned in v.10 is probably the queen mother—Belshazzar’s mom rather than one 

of his wives. 

 

 

 

Belshazzar’s wives had been participating in this banquet (v. 2)—but this woman now entered it 

apparently for the first time.  

 

 

 

She also spoke to the king more as a mother than as a wife—and she had personal knowledge of 

Daniel’s earlier interpretation of Nebuchadnezzar’s second dream (4:8, 9, 18). 

 

 

 

One author,  

   “The queen mother was often a significant figure who exerted considerable influence in 

ancient courts (cf. 1 Kings 15:13; 2 Kings 11:1–3; 24:12; Jer. 13:18). This woman proceeded to 

do for Belshazzar what Arioch had done for Nebuchadnezzar, namely, bring Daniel to the king’s 

attention (cf. 2:25).” 
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As they sent messengers to call Daniel to appear before the king to interpret the handwriting on 

the wall—while this was going in inside the city, outside the city King Cyrus and the Medo-

Persian army were hard at work. 

 

 

 

You see, Cyrus took the best men of his army and stationed half of them at the place where the 

Euphrates River entered the city at the north and the other part was positioned where the river 

exited from the city at the south.  

 

 

 

Then he took the rest of his army and went to a place where the Euphrates passed a huge swamp.  

 

 

 

He built a large canal from the river to the swamp—diverting the Euphrates away from the city. 

 

 

 

The water from the river began to recede until the soldiers could walk on the river bed.  

 

 

 

The problem was the bronze and iron gates that went down to the river bed—how would they get 

thru those gates? 

 

 

 

Well, when the soldiers reached the gates—to their surprise they were open! 

 

 

 

And so they were able to enter the city and conquered it without a fight since everyone was 

partying instead of watching—they were caught by surprise and easily defeated! 

 

 

 

“Yes, but what about those gates, how were they possibly left open?” 

 

 

 

Isaiah 45:1-2 (NKJV)  
1  "Thus says the LORD to His anointed, To Cyrus, whose right hand I have held-- To subdue 

nations before him And loose the armor of kings, To open before him the double doors, So that 



7 

 

the gates will not be shut: 2  'I will go before you And make the crooked places straight; I will 

break in pieces the gates of bronze And cut the bars of iron.  

 

Jeremiah 51:57 (NKJV)  
57  "And I will make drunk Her princes and wise men, Her governors, her deputies, and her 

mighty men. And they shall sleep a perpetual sleep And not awake," says the King, Whose name 

is the LORD of hosts.  

 

Jeremiah 51:11 (NKJV)  
11  Make the arrows bright! Gather the shields! The LORD has raised up the spirit of the kings of 

the Medes. For His plan is against Babylon to destroy it, Because it is the vengeance of the 

LORD, The vengeance for His temple.  

 

 

 

Daniel 5:13-17 (NKJV)  
13  Then Daniel was brought in before the king. The king spoke, and said to Daniel, "Are 

you that Daniel who is one of the captives from Judah, whom my father the king brought 

from Judah? 14  I have heard of you, that the Spirit of God is in you, and that light and 

understanding and excellent wisdom are found in you. 15  Now the wise men, the 

astrologers, have been brought in before me, that they should read this writing and make 

known to me its interpretation, but they could not give the interpretation of the thing. 
16  And I have heard of you, that you can give interpretations and explain enigmas. Now if 

you can read the writing and make known to me its interpretation, you shall be clothed 

with purple and have a chain of gold around your neck, and shall be the third ruler in the 

kingdom." 17  Then Daniel answered, and said before the king, "Let your gifts be for 

yourself, and give your rewards to another; yet I will read the writing to the king, and 

make known to him the interpretation.  

 

 

 

Men and women of God aren’t impressed by the world’s recognition and honor, nor do they 

desire the world’s riches—they only want to serve the Lord and bring glory to His name. 

 

 

 

Daniel isn’t the least bit impressed with Belshazzar’s gifts and promises of honor. 

 

 

 

He’s willing to serve this king by interpreting the handwriting on the wall—but not before he 

rebukes the young monarch for his carnality and blasphemy towards the God of heaven, the very 

God his grandfather came to honor and believe in. 
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Daniel 5:18-23 (NKJV)  
18  O king, the Most High God gave Nebuchadnezzar your father a kingdom and majesty, 

glory and honor. 19  And because of the majesty that He gave him, all peoples, nations, and 

languages trembled and feared before him. Whomever he wished, he executed; whomever 

he wished, he kept alive; whomever he wished, he set up; and whomever he wished, he put 

down. 20  But when his heart was lifted up, and his spirit was hardened in pride, he was 

deposed from his kingly throne, and they took his glory from him. 21  Then he was driven 

from the sons of men, his heart was made like the beasts, and his dwelling was with the wild 

donkeys. They fed him with grass like oxen, and his body was wet with the dew of heaven, 

till he knew that the Most High God rules in the kingdom of men, and appoints over it 

whomever He chooses. 22  But you his son, Belshazzar, have not humbled your heart, 

although you knew all this. 23  And you have lifted yourself up against the Lord of heaven. 

They have brought the vessels of His house before you, and you and your lords, your wives 

and your concubines, have drunk wine from them. And you have praised the gods of silver 

and gold, bronze and iron, wood and stone, which do not see or hear or know; and the God 

who holds your breath in His hand and owns all your ways, you have not glorified. 

 

 

 

This last statement is something every person should take to heart—that each breath we take is a 

gift from God—which means every second of our lives are in the sovereign hand of God. 

 

 

 

He is the author and giver of life—and at any time He can withdraw the breath of life from any 

one of us if we sin against Him—as He will do here with Belshazzar and many years later with 

Ananias and Sapphira (Acts 5). 

 

 

 

Now, that doesn’t mean that everyone who dies young in an accident or thru something like a 

heart attack is being judged by God for sin in their lives. 

 

 

 

It could be but, sometimes the godly die young and the wicked live long lives—I’m just saying 

though, it’s always a good thing to honor God and glorify Him with our lives. 

 

 

 

Daniel 5:24-28 (NKJV)  
24  Then the fingers of the hand were sent from Him, and this writing was written. 25  "And 

this is the inscription that was written: MENE, MENE, TEKEL, UPHARSIN. 26  This is the 

interpretation of each word. MENE: God has numbered your kingdom, and finished it; 
27  TEKEL: You have been weighed in the balances, and found wanting; 28  PERES: Your 

kingdom has been divided, and given to the Medes and Persians."  
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Mene, Mene, Tekel, Upharsin—(U is ‘and’ Pharsin is the plural of ‘Peres’). 

 

 

 

The Aramaic language (like the Hebrew language) didn’t use vowels only consonants. 

 

 

 

If you were to take the “e”s out of Peres and put in “a”s—you would get the word ‘Paras’, 

which is the word for Persia. 

 

 

 

So it’s kind of a play on words—the literal interpretation is: “Numbered, Numbered, Weighed, 

Divided”. 

 

 

 

But we could paraphrase it— 

   “Belshazzar, God has numbered the days of your reign and brought it to an end. You have 

been weighed on the scales of God’s justice and have not measured up. Therefore, your kingdom 

will be divided and given to the Medes and Persians”. 

 

 

 

Daniel 5:29-30 (NKJV)  
29  Then Belshazzar gave the command, and they clothed Daniel with purple and put a 

chain of gold around his neck, and made a proclamation concerning him that he should be 

the third ruler in the kingdom. 30  That very night Belshazzar, king of the Chaldeans, was 

slain.  

 

 

 

According to the Nabonidus Chronicle, the date was the sixteenth of the month of Tishri, which 

most scholars agree would have been October 12, 539 B.C. 

 

 

 

Belshazzar was slain that very night and the head of gold was replaced by the arms and chest of 

silver—just as the Word of the LORD had prophesied. 

 

 

 

Unbelievers can reject God’s Word, they can fight against God’s Word—but they can never 

undo His Word—“I, the LORD, have spoken it, and I will do it!” (Ezekiel 36:36); As Peter said, 

“The Word of the LORD endures forever”. (1Peter 1:25) 
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Daniel 5:30-31 (NKJV)  
30  That very night Belshazzar, king of the Chaldeans, was slain. 31  And Darius the Mede 

received the kingdom, being about sixty-two years old. 

 

 

 

What a minute! Who is Darius the Mede?! 

 

 

 

One commentator said, “The references to Darius the Mede in the book of Daniel have long 

been recognized as providing the most serious historical problem in the book.” 

 

 

 

Warren Wiersbe (who is not alone) said— 

      “The conquest of Babylon was engineered by Cyrus, king of Persia (1:21; 6:28; 10:1; and 

see 2 Chron. 36:22–23; Ezra 3–5), who was God’s chosen servant for the task (Isa. 44:28; 45:1–

4). Who then was “Darius the Mede,” mentioned in Daniel? (Dan. 5:31, 6:1, 9, 25, 28 and 9:1)      

Many students believe that Darius was Gubaru, an important officer in the army whom Cyrus 

made ruler of the province of Babylon. Darius the Mede must not be confused with Darius I who 

ruled from 522 to 486 and encouraged the Jewish remnant in the restoration of the temple (Ezra 

1; 5–6).”    

 

 

 

Now here’s an important footnote to the story.  

 

 

 

After the city of Babylon fell—sixteen days later, on October 29, 539 Cyrus makes his entry into 

the city. 

 

 

 

According to Josephus (the Jewish historian) and the Jewish Talmud, when Cyrus entered the 

city, Daniel was there to greet him. 

 

 

 

And Daniel presented Cyrus with a scroll of Isaiah which contained a prophecy that was roughly 

200 years old. 
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Isaiah 44:27-28, 45:1-4 (NKJV)  
27  Who says to the deep, 'Be dry! And I will dry up your rivers'; 28  Who says of Cyrus, 'He is My 

shepherd, And he shall perform all My pleasure, Saying to Jerusalem, "You shall be built," And 

to the temple, "Your foundation shall be laid." '  
1  "Thus says the LORD to His anointed, To Cyrus, whose right hand I have held-- To subdue 

nations before him And loose the armor of kings, To open before him the double doors, So that 

the gates will not be shut: 2  'I will go before you And make the crooked places straight; I will 

break in pieces the gates of bronze And cut the bars of iron. 3  I will give you the treasures of 

darkness And hidden riches of secret places, That you may know that I, the LORD, Who call you 

by your name, Am the God of Israel. 4  For Jacob My servant's sake, And Israel My elect, I have 

even called you by your name; I have named you, though you have not known Me.  

 

 

 

As Daniel read that prophecy to Cyrus, where God was speaking to him, calling him by name 

150 years before he was born (assuming he was around 50 at this time)—it freaked him out! 

 

 

 

In fact, he was so blown away, and because God said he would use him to rebuild the temple in 

Jerusalem (Isa. 44:28)—he issued a decree allowing the Jews to go home and gave them money 

to rebuild the Jewish temple which Nebuchadnezzar had destroyed (the book of Ezra gives the 

background for the Jews return to Israel). 

 

 

 

Ezra 1:1-4 (NKJV)  
1  Now in the first year of Cyrus king of Persia, that the word of the LORD by the mouth of 

Jeremiah might be fulfilled, the LORD stirred up the spirit of Cyrus king of Persia, so that he 

made a proclamation throughout all his kingdom, and also put it in writing, saying, 2  Thus says 

Cyrus king of Persia: All the kingdoms of the earth the LORD God of heaven has given me. And 

He has commanded me to build Him a house at Jerusalem which is in Judah. 3  Who is among 

you of all His people? May his God be with him, and let him go up to Jerusalem which is in 

Judah, and build the house of the LORD God of Israel (He is God), which is in Jerusalem. 4  And 

whoever is left in any place where he dwells, let the men of his place help him with silver and 

gold, with goods and livestock, besides the freewill offerings for the house of God which is in 

Jerusalem.  

 

 

 

This return happened in 536—exactly 70 years after the first deportation of the Jews which took 

place in 606 B.C.—just as God had prophesied thru Jeremiah: 
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Jeremiah 25:11-12 (NKJV)  
11  And this whole land shall be a desolation and an astonishment, and these nations shall serve 

the king of Babylon seventy years. 12  'Then it will come to pass, when seventy years are 

completed, that I will punish the king of Babylon and that nation, the land of the Chaldeans, for 

their iniquity,' says the LORD; 'and I will make it a perpetual desolation.  

 

Jeremiah 29:10 (NKJV)  
10  For thus says the LORD: After seventy years are completed at Babylon, I will visit you and 

perform My good word toward you, and cause you to return to this place.  

 

 

 

Another footnote from history—even though the city of Babylon was conquered in 539 B.C. it 

wasn’t destroyed then. 

 

 

 

It was such a magnificent city that it became the capital of the Persian Empire for two centuries. 

 

 

 

When Alexander the Great conquered the Medo-Persian Empire, he made Babylon his capital—

in fact he died there. 

 

 

 

Commentators have likened the foolishness of Belshazzar with the foolishness of many in our 

day. 

 

 

 

Here, death was ‘knocking’ at his door (the Medo-Persian army were right outside the walls of 

the city)—but here he is throwing a drunken party inside no doubt full of base entertainment. 

 

 

 

One author said,  

   “At the moment of this greatest of all dangers, Belshazzar was drugging himself at his party. 

Yet it is not only Belshazzar who has done this. Our culture is doing it as well. Some time ago a 

book by Neil Postman, entitled Amusing Ourselves to Death: Public Discourse in the Age of 

Show Business, appeared in American bookstores. It was about television and its pernicious 

effects on our country. It might well have been written about culture at large and have voiced 

alarm at our spiritual condition. By refusing to think, especially about eternal realities, and by 

filling our days with entertainment, particularly sin-oriented entertainment, we lose sight of 

danger and plunge into the abyss.” 
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We could adapt the words Daniel directed at Belshazzar to anyone who is living like him— 

 

 

“You have not humbled your heart but instead you have lifted yourself up against the Lord of 

heaven. And you have praised the gods of silver and gold, bronze and iron, wood and stone, 

which do not see or hear or know; and the God who holds your breath in His hand and owns all 

your ways, you have not glorified.” 

 

 

 

The good news is—as long as there is still breath in a person there is time to repent and get right 

with God. 

 

 

 

When cocky, arrogant Belshazzar started his day it probably never crossed his mind that this 

would be his last day on earth and he died unprepared to enter into eternity—don’t make that 

same mistake! 


