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31. Exodus 36:1-40:38 

(10/12/16) 

 

 

Exodus 36:1-7 (NKJV)  
1  "And Bezalel and Aholiab, and every gifted artisan in whom the LORD has put wisdom 

and understanding, to know how to do all manner of work for the service of the sanctuary, 

shall do according to all that the LORD has commanded." 2  Then Moses called Bezalel and 

Aholiab, and every gifted artisan in whose heart the LORD had put wisdom, everyone 

whose heart was stirred, to come and do the work. 3  And they received from Moses all the 

offering which the children of Israel had brought for the work of the service of making the 

sanctuary. So they continued bringing to him freewill offerings every morning. 4  Then all 

the craftsmen who were doing all the work of the sanctuary came, each from the work he 

was doing, 5  and they spoke to Moses, saying, "The people bring much more than enough 

for the service of the work which the LORD commanded us to do." 6  So Moses gave a 

commandment, and they caused it to be proclaimed throughout the camp, saying, "Let 

neither man nor woman do any more work for the offering of the sanctuary." And the 

people were restrained from bringing, 7  for the material they had was sufficient for all the 

work to be done--indeed too much.  

 

 

 

I can’t prove this but I believe this was the first and last time in the history of God’s people that 

they had to be told—“stop giving to God we have enough—indeed too much!” 

 

 

 

Usually pastors and church leaders are begging the people to give so that “God’s work can go 

forward and not have to stop.” 

 

 

 

But I see in this an example of “where God guides, He provides”—and conversely, where He is 

not providing—maybe He’s not guiding. (Explain) 

 

 

 

   “It must have been both a disappointment and a frustration to those who had delayed their 

gifts because they could not bear to part with their treasures, and who now found that God had 

no further need of them. His work was finished, but they had excluded themselves from any share 

in it: God deliver us from such a frustration.” (Cole) 
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Building the Tabernacle 

 

 

Exodus 36:8-38 (NLT)  
8  The skilled craftsmen made ten curtains of finely woven linen for the Tabernacle [the first 

layer for the ceiling which would be seen from inside the Tabernacle proper]. Then Bezalel 

decorated the curtains with blue, purple, and scarlet thread and with skillfully 

embroidered cherubim. 9  All ten curtains were exactly the same size—42 feet long and 

6 feet wide. 10  Five of these curtains were joined together to make one long curtain, and the 

other five were joined to make a second long curtain. 11  He made fifty loops of blue yarn 

and put them along the edge of the last curtain in each set. 12  The fifty loops along the edge 

of one curtain matched the fifty loops along the edge of the other curtain. 13  Then he made 

fifty gold clasps and fastened the long curtains together with the clasps. In this way, the 

Tabernacle was made of one continuous piece. 14  He made eleven curtains of goat-hair 

cloth to serve as a tent covering for the Tabernacle [second layer of the roof]. 15  These eleven 

curtains were all exactly the same size—45 feet long and 6 feet wide. 16  Bezalel joined five 

of these curtains together to make one long curtain, and the other six were joined to make a 

second long curtain. 17  He made fifty loops for the edge of each large curtain. 18  He also 

made fifty bronze clasps to fasten the long curtains together. In this way, the tent covering 

was made of one continuous piece. 19  He completed the tent covering with a layer of tanned 

ram skins and a layer of fine goatskin [badger skin] leather [four layers in all for the ceiling or 

roof of the Tabernacle proper]. 20  For the framework of the Tabernacle, Bezalel constructed 

frames [wooden boards or planks for the Tabernacle walls] of acacia wood. 21  Each frame was 

15 feet high and 27 inches wide, 22  with two pegs under each frame. All the frames were 

identical. 23  He made twenty of these frames to support the curtains on the south side of the 

Tabernacle. 24  He also made forty silver bases [metal of redemption]—two bases under each 

frame, with the pegs fitting securely into the bases. 25  For the north side of the Tabernacle, 

he made another twenty frames, 26  with their forty silver bases, two bases under each 

frame. 27  He made six frames for the rear—the west side of the Tabernacle— 28  along with 

two additional frames to reinforce the rear corners of the Tabernacle. 29  These corner 

frames were matched at the bottom and firmly attached at the top with a single ring, 

forming a single corner unit. Both of these corner units were made the same way. 30  So 

there were eight frames at the rear of the Tabernacle, set in sixteen silver bases—two bases 

under each frame [the Tabernacle measured 15ft. wide by 45ft. long by 15ft. high—the Holy 

Place measured 15’wide by 30’long by 15’high; the Holy of Holies measured 15’x15’x15’]. 
31  Then he made crossbars [planks or beams to run horizontally across the walls to give them 

rigidity] of acacia wood to link the frames five crossbars for the north side of the 

Tabernacle 32  and five for the south side. He also made five crossbars for the rear of the 

Tabernacle, which faced west. 33  He made the middle crossbar to attach halfway up the 

frames; it ran all the way from one end of the Tabernacle to the other. 34  He overlaid the 

frames with gold and made gold rings to hold the crossbars. Then he overlaid the crossbars 

with gold as well. 35  For the inside of the Tabernacle, Bezalel made a special curtain of 

finely woven linen [the curtain that separated the Holy Place from the Holy of Holies]. He 

decorated it with blue, purple, and scarlet thread and with skillfully embroidered 

cherubim.  
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36  For the curtain, he made four posts of acacia wood and four gold hooks. He overlaid the 

posts with gold and set them in four silver bases. 37  Then he made another curtain for the 

entrance to the sacred tent. He made it of finely woven linen and embroidered it with 

exquisite designs using blue, purple, and scarlet thread. 38  This curtain was hung on gold 

hooks attached to five posts. The posts with their decorated tops and hooks were overlaid 

with gold, and the five bases were cast from bronze.  

 

 

 

 

Chapter 37 

 

 

Making the Ark of the Testimony 

 

 

Exodus 37:1-9 (NLT)  
1  Next Bezalel made the Ark of acacia wood—a sacred chest 45 inches long, 27 inches wide, 

and 27 inches high. 2  He overlaid it inside and outside with pure gold, and he ran a 

molding of gold all around it. 3  He cast four gold rings and attached them to its four feet, 

two rings on each side. 4  Then he made poles from acacia wood and overlaid them with 

gold. 5  He inserted the poles into the rings at the sides of the Ark to carry it. 6  Then he 

made the Ark’s cover [Mercy Seat]—the place of atonement—from pure gold. It was 

45 inches long and 27 inches wide. 7  He made two cherubim from hammered gold and 

placed them on the two ends of the atonement cover. 8  He molded the cherubim on each 

end of the atonement cover, making it all of one piece of gold. 9  The cherubim faced each 

other and looked down on the atonement cover. With their wings spread above it, they 

protected it.  

 

 

 

Making the Table for the Showbread 

 

 

Exodus 37:10-16 (NLT)  
10  Then Bezalel made the table of acacia wood, 36 inches long, 18 inches wide, and 

27 inches high. 11  He overlaid it with pure gold and ran a gold molding around the edge. 
12  He decorated it with a 3-inch border all around, and he ran a gold molding along the 

border. 13  Then he cast four gold rings for the table and attached them at the four corners 

next to the four legs. 14  The rings were attached near the border to hold the poles that were 

used to carry the table. 15  He made these poles from acacia wood and overlaid them with 

gold. 16  Then he made special containers of pure gold for the table—bowls, pans, jars, and 

pitchers—to be used in pouring out liquid offerings.  
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Making the Gold Lampstand 

 

 

Exodus 37:17-24 (NLT)  
17  Then Bezalel made the lampstand of pure, hammered gold [Menorah]. He made the 

entire lampstand and its decorations of one piece—the base, center stem, lamp cups, buds, 

and petals. 18  The lampstand had six branches going out from the center stem, three on 

each side. 19  Each of the six branches had three lamp cups shaped like almond blossoms, 

complete with buds and petals. 20  The center stem of the lampstand was crafted with four 

lamp cups shaped like almond blossoms, complete with buds and petals. 21  There was an 

almond bud beneath each pair of branches where the six branches extended from the 

center stem, all made of one piece. 22  The almond buds and branches were all of one piece 

with the center stem, and they were hammered from pure gold. 23  He also made seven 

lamps for the lampstand, lamp snuffers, and trays, all of pure gold [NKJV—“And he made 

its seven lamps, its wick-trimmers, and its trays of pure gold.”]. 24  The entire lampstand, along 

with its accessories, was made from seventy-five pounds of pure gold [$1.5 million].  

 

 

 

Making the Altar of Incense 

 

 

Exodus 37:25-28 (NLT)  
25  Then Bezalel made the incense altar of acacia wood. It was 18 inches square and 

36 inches high, with horns at the corners carved from the same piece of wood as the altar 

itself. 26  He overlaid the top, sides, and horns of the altar with pure gold, and he ran a gold 

molding around the entire altar. 27  He made two gold rings and attached them on opposite 

sides of the altar below the gold molding to hold the carrying poles. 28  He made the poles of 

acacia wood and overlaid them with gold.  

 

 

 

Making the Anointing Oil and the Incense 

 

 

Exodus 37:29 (NLT)  
29  Then he made the sacred anointing oil and the fragrant incense, using the techniques of 

a skilled incense maker. 
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Chapter 38 

 

 

Making the Altar of Burnt Offering 

 

 

Exodus 38:1-7 (NLT)  
1  Next Bezalel used acacia wood to construct the square altar of burnt offering. It was 

71/2 feet wide, 71/2 feet long, and 41/2 feet high. 2  He made horns for each of its four corners 

so that the horns and altar were all one piece. He overlaid the altar with bronze.  
3  Then he made all the altar utensils of bronze—the ash buckets, shovels, basins, meat 

forks, and firepans. 4  Next he made a bronze grating and installed it halfway down the side 

of the altar, under the ledge. 5  He cast four rings and attached them to the corners of the 

bronze grating to hold the carrying poles. 6  He made the poles from acacia wood and 

overlaid them with bronze. 7  He inserted the poles through the rings on the sides of the 

altar. The altar was hollow and was made from planks.  

 

 

 

Making the Bronze Laver 

 

 

Exodus 38:8 (NLT)  
8  Bezalel made the bronze washbasin and its bronze stand from bronze mirrors donated by 

the women who served at the entrance of the Tabernacle. 

 

 

 

Making the Court of the Tabernacle 

 

 

Exodus 38:9-20 (NLT)  
9  Then Bezalel made the courtyard, which was enclosed with curtains made of finely woven 

linen [the outer court perimeter fence]. On the south side the curtains were 150 feet long. 
10  They were held up by twenty posts set securely in twenty bronze bases. He hung the 

curtains with silver hooks and rings. 11  He made a similar set of curtains for the north 

side—150 feet of curtains held up by twenty posts set securely in bronze bases. He hung the 

curtains with silver hooks and rings. 12  The curtains on the west end of the courtyard were 

75 feet long, hung with silver hooks and rings and supported by ten posts set into ten bases. 
13  The east end, the front, was also 75 feet long. 14  The courtyard entrance was on the east 

end, flanked by two curtains. The curtain on the right side was 221/2 feet long and was 

supported by three posts set into three bases. 15  The curtain on the left side was also 

221/2 feet long and was supported by three posts set into three bases. 16  All the curtains 

used in the courtyard were made of finely woven linen.  
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17  Each post had a bronze base, and all the hooks and rings were silver. The tops of the 

posts of the courtyard were overlaid with silver, and the rings to hold up the curtains were 

made of silver. 18  He made the curtain for the entrance to the courtyard of finely woven 

linen, and he decorated it with beautiful embroidery in blue, purple, and scarlet thread. It 

was 30 feet long, and its height was 71/2 feet, just like the curtains of the courtyard walls. 
19  It was supported by four posts, each set securely in its own bronze base. The tops of the 

posts were overlaid with silver, and the hooks and rings were also made of silver. 20  All the 

tent pegs used in the Tabernacle and courtyard were made of bronze [the outer court 

measured 75’ wide by 150’ long by 7 ½’ high with only one ‘door’ always facing east]. 

 

 

 

Materials of the Tabernacle 

 

 

Exodus 38:21-31 (NLT)  
21  This is an inventory of the materials used in building the Tabernacle of the Covenant. 

The Levites compiled the figures, as Moses directed, and Ithamar son of Aaron the priest 

served as recorder. 22  Bezalel son of Uri, grandson of Hur, of the tribe of Judah, made 

everything just as the LORD had commanded Moses [I believe this was why the Holy Spirit 

chose to meticulously record the making of everything the Lord had earlier commanded—for us 

to know that when God commands us to do things in His Word He expects us to obey and to do 

it exactly as He has said—i.e. the Christian life, ministry, marriage etc.]. 23  He was assisted by 

Oholiab son of Ahisamach, of the tribe of Dan, a craftsman expert at engraving, designing, 

and embroidering with blue, purple, and scarlet thread on fine linen cloth. 24  The people 

brought special offerings of gold totaling 2,193 pounds [$43,860,000], as measured by the 

weight of the sanctuary shekel. This gold was used throughout the Tabernacle. 25  The 

whole community of Israel gave 7,545 pounds of silver [$2,127,086], as measured by the 

weight of the sanctuary shekel. 26  This silver came from the tax collected from each man 

registered in the census. (The tax is one beka, which is half a shekel, based on the sanctuary 

shekel.) The tax was collected from 603,550 men who had reached their twentieth birthday. 
27  The hundred bases for the frames of the sanctuary walls and for the posts supporting the 

inner curtain required 7,500 pounds of silver [roughly 2 million dollars], about 75 pounds 

for each base. 28  The remaining 45 pounds of silver was used to make the hooks and rings 

and to overlay the tops of the posts. 29  The people also brought as special offerings 5,310 

pounds of bronze, 30  which was used for casting the bases for the posts at the entrance to 

the Tabernacle, and for the bronze altar with its bronze grating and all the altar utensils. 
31  Bronze was also used to make the bases for the posts that supported the curtains around 

the courtyard, the bases for the curtain at the entrance of the courtyard, and all the tent 

pegs for the Tabernacle and the courtyard.  
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Chapter 39 

 

Making the Garments of the Priesthood 

 

 

Exodus 39:1 (NLT)  
1  The craftsmen made beautiful sacred garments of blue, purple, and scarlet cloth—

clothing for Aaron to wear while ministering in the Holy Place, just as the LORD had 

commanded Moses. 

 

 

 

Making the Ephod 

 

 

Exodus 39:2-7 (NLT)  
2  Bezalel made the ephod of finely woven linen and embroidered it with gold and with blue, 

purple, and scarlet thread. 3  He made gold thread by hammering out thin sheets of gold 

and cutting it into fine strands. With great skill and care, he worked it into the fine linen 

with the blue, purple, and scarlet thread. 4  The ephod consisted of two pieces, front and 

back, joined at the shoulders with two shoulder-pieces. 5  The decorative sash was made of 

the same materials: finely woven linen embroidered with gold and with blue, purple, and 

scarlet thread, just as the LORD had commanded Moses. 6  They mounted the two onyx 

stones in settings of gold filigree. The stones were engraved with the names of the tribes of 

Israel, just as a seal is engraved. 7  He fastened these stones on the shoulder-pieces of the 

ephod as a reminder that the priest represents the people of Israel. All this was done just as 

the LORD had commanded Moses.  

 

 

 

Making the Breastplate 

 

 

Exodus 39:8-21 (NLT)  
8  Bezalel made the chestpiece with great skill and care. He made it to match the ephod, 

using finely woven linen embroidered with gold and with blue, purple, and scarlet thread. 
9  He made the chestpiece of a single piece of cloth folded to form a pouch nine inches 

square. 10  They mounted four rows of gemstones on it. The first row contained a red 

carnelian, a pale green peridot, and an emerald. 11  The second row contained a turquoise, a 

blue lapis lazuli, and a white moonstone. 12  The third row contained an orange jacinth, an 

agate, and a purple amethyst. 13  The fourth row contained a blue-green beryl, an onyx, and 

a green jasper. All these stones were set in gold filigree. 14  Each stone represented one of 

the twelve sons of Israel, and the name of that tribe was engraved on it like a seal. 15  To 

attach the chestpiece to the ephod, they made braided cords of pure gold thread.  
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16  They also made two settings of gold filigree and two gold rings and attached them to the 

top corners of the chestpiece. 17  They tied the two gold cords to the rings on the chestpiece. 
18  They tied the other ends of the cords to the gold settings on the shoulder-pieces of the 

ephod. 19  Then they made two more gold rings and attached them to the inside edges of the 

chestpiece next to the ephod. 20  Then they made two more gold rings and attached them to 

the front of the ephod, below the shoulder-pieces, just above the knot where the decorative 

sash was fastened to the ephod. 21  They attached the bottom rings of the chestpiece to the 

rings on the ephod with blue cords. In this way, the chestpiece was held securely to the 

ephod above the decorative sash. All this was done just as the LORD had commanded 

Moses. 

 

 

 

Making the Other Priestly Garments 

 

 

Exodus 39:22-31 (NLT)  
22  Bezalel made the robe that is worn with the ephod from a single piece of blue woven 

cloth [this robe was worn under the ephod], 23  with an opening for Aaron’s head in the 

middle of it. The opening was reinforced with a woven collar so it would not tear. 24  They 

made pomegranates of blue, purple, and scarlet yarn, and attached them to the hem of the 

robe. 25  They also made bells of pure gold and placed them between the pomegranates 

along the hem of the robe, 26  with bells and pomegranates alternating all around the hem. 

This robe was to be worn whenever the priest ministered before the LORD, just as the 

LORD had commanded Moses. 27  They made tunics for Aaron and his sons from fine linen 

cloth. 28  The turban and the special head coverings were made of fine linen, and the 

undergarments were also made of finely woven linen. 29  The sashes were made of finely 

woven linen and embroidered with blue, purple, and scarlet thread, just as the LORD had 

commanded Moses. 30  Finally, they made the sacred medallion—the badge of holiness—of 

pure gold. They engraved it like a seal with these words: HOLY TO THE LORD. 31  They 

attached the medallion with a blue cord to Aaron’s turban, just as the LORD had 

commanded Moses.  

 

 

 

The Work Completed 

 

 

Exodus 39:32-43 (NLT)  
32  And so at last the Tabernacle was finished. The Israelites had done everything just as the 

LORD had commanded Moses. 33  And they brought the entire Tabernacle to Moses: the 

sacred tent with all its furnishings, clasps, frames, crossbars, posts, and bases; 34  the tent 

coverings of tanned ram skins and fine goatskin leather; the inner curtain to shield the 

Ark; 35  the Ark of the Covenant and its carrying poles; the Ark’s cover—the place of 

atonement [Mercy Seat]; 36  the table and all its utensils; the Bread of the Presence; 37  the 

pure gold lampstand with its symmetrical lamp cups, all its accessories,  
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and the olive oil for lighting; 38  the gold altar; the anointing oil and fragrant incense; the 

curtain for the entrance of the sacred tent; 39  the bronze altar; the bronze grating and its 

carrying poles and utensils; the washbasin with its stand; 40  the curtains for the walls of the 

courtyard; the posts and their bases; the curtain for the entrance to the courtyard; the 

ropes and tent pegs; all the furnishings to be used in worship at the Tabernacle; 41  the 

beautifully stitched garments for the priests to wear while ministering in the Holy Place—

the sacred garments for Aaron the priest, and the garments for his sons to wear as they 

minister as priests. 42  So the people of Israel followed all of the LORD’s instructions to 

Moses. 43  Then Moses inspected all their work. When he found it had been done just as the 

LORD had commanded him, he blessed them.  

 

 

 

 

Chapter 40 

 

The Tabernacle Erected and Arranged 

 

 

Exodus 40:1-2 (NKJV)  
1  Then the LORD spoke to Moses, saying: 2  "On the first day of the first month you shall 

set up the tabernacle of the tent of meeting.  

 

 

 

The Tabernacle was erected (v. 1) about a year after the Exodus from Egypt—“on the first day 

of the first month” (v. 2), “in the second year” (v. 17).  

 

 

 

The Exodus occurred on the 14th day of the first month (12:2, 6, 33–34).  

 

 

 

Since the people arrived at Sinai three months after the Exodus, they were at Sinai eight and one-

half months.  

 

 

 

Part of that time (at least 80 days) Moses was on the mountain (40 days, 24:18; and another 40 

days for the covenant renewal, 34:28), so perhaps about six and one-half months were involved 

in gathering the materials and constructing the tabernacle—those months were from about mid-

September to late March. 
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Exodus 40:2-33 (NKJV)  
2  "On the first day of the first month you shall set up the tabernacle of the tent of meeting. 
3  You shall put in it the ark of the Testimony, and partition off the ark with the veil. 4  You 

shall bring in the table and arrange the things that are to be set in order on it; and you 

shall bring in the lampstand and light its lamps. 5  You shall also set the altar of gold for the 

incense before the ark of the Testimony, and put up the screen for the door of the 

tabernacle. 6  Then you shall set the altar of the burnt offering before the door of the 

tabernacle of the tent of meeting. 7  And you shall set the laver between the tabernacle of 

meeting and the altar, and put water in it. 8  You shall set up the court all around, and hang 

up the screen at the court gate. 9  And you shall take the anointing oil, and anoint the 

tabernacle and all that is in it; and you shall hallow it and all its utensils, and it shall be 

holy. 10  You shall anoint the altar of the burnt offering and all its utensils, and consecrate 

the altar. The altar shall be most holy. 11  And you shall anoint the laver and its base, and 

consecrate it. 12  Then you shall bring Aaron and his sons to the door of the tabernacle of 

meeting and wash them with water. 13  You shall put the holy garments on Aaron, and 

anoint him and consecrate him, that he may minister to Me as priest. 14  And you shall 

bring his sons and clothe them with tunics. 15  You shall anoint them, as you anointed their 

father, that they may minister to Me as priests; for their anointing shall surely be an 

everlasting priesthood throughout their generations." 16  Thus Moses did; according to all 

that the LORD had commanded him, so he did. 17  And it came to pass in the first month of 

the second year, on the first day of the month, that the tabernacle was raised up. 18  So 

Moses raised up the tabernacle, fastened its sockets, set up its boards, put in its bars, and 

raised up its pillars. 19  And he spread out the tent over the tabernacle and put the covering 

of the tent on top of it, as the LORD had commanded Moses. 20  He took the Testimony 

[stone tablets containing the Ten Commandments] and put it into the ark, inserted the poles 

through the rings of the ark, and put the mercy seat on top of the ark. 21  And he brought 

the ark into the tabernacle, hung up the veil of the covering, and partitioned off the ark of 

the Testimony, as the LORD had commanded Moses. 22  He put the table in the tabernacle 

of meeting, on the north side of the tabernacle, outside the veil; 23  and he set the bread in 

order upon it before the LORD, as the LORD had commanded Moses. 24  He put the 

lampstand in the tabernacle of meeting, across from the table, on the south side of the 

tabernacle; 25  and he lit the lamps before the LORD, as the LORD had commanded Moses. 
26  He put the gold altar in the tabernacle of meeting in front of the veil; 27  and he burned 

sweet incense on it, as the LORD had commanded Moses. 28  He hung up the screen at the 

door of the tabernacle. 29  And he put the altar of burnt offering before the door of the 

tabernacle of the tent of meeting, and offered upon it the burnt offering and the grain 

offering, as the LORD had commanded Moses. 30  He set the laver between the tabernacle 

of meeting and the altar, and put water there for washing; 31  and Moses, Aaron, and his 

sons would wash their hands and their feet with water from it. 32  Whenever they went into 

the tabernacle of meeting, and when they came near the altar, they washed, as the LORD 

had commanded Moses. 33  And he raised up the court all around the tabernacle and the 

altar, and hung up the screen of the court gate. So Moses finished the work.  
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We read in the N.T. that the reason God wanted these things constructed exactly as He had 

commanded was because they were a model of God’s throne in heaven— 

 

 

 

Hebrews 8:1-6 (NKJV)  
1  Now this is the main point of the things we are saying: We have such a High Priest, who is 

seated at the right hand of the throne of the Majesty in the heavens, 2  a Minister of the sanctuary 

and of the true tabernacle which the Lord erected, and not man. 3  For every high priest is 

appointed to offer both gifts and sacrifices. Therefore it is necessary that this One also have 

something to offer. 4  For if He were on earth, He would not be a priest, since there are priests 

who offer the gifts according to the law; 5  who serve the copy and shadow of the heavenly 

things, as Moses was divinely instructed when he was about to make the tabernacle. For He said, 

"See that you make all things according to the pattern shown you on the mountain." 6  But now 

He has obtained a more excellent ministry, inasmuch as He is also Mediator of a better covenant, 

which was established on better promises.  

 

 

 

The Cloud and the Glory 

 

 

Exodus 40:34-38 (NKJV)  
34  Then the cloud covered the tabernacle of meeting, and the glory of the LORD filled the 

tabernacle. 35  And Moses was not able to enter the tabernacle of meeting, because the cloud 

rested above it, and the glory of the LORD filled the tabernacle. 36  Whenever the cloud was 

taken up from above the tabernacle, the children of Israel would go onward in all their 

journeys. 37  But if the cloud was not taken up, then they did not journey till the day that it 

was taken up. 38  For the cloud of the LORD was above the tabernacle by day, and fire was 

over it by night, in the sight of all the house of Israel, throughout all their journeys. 

 

 

 

Israel was the first (and technically the only) ‘nation under God’ in human history. 

 

 

 

They were a true theocracy (a nation governed by God directly)— 

 

  “And you shall be to Me a kingdom of priests and a holy nation.' These are the words which 

you shall speak to the children of Israel." (Exodus 19:6) 

 

 

 

The only other ‘nation’ that is a theocracy (a nation under God’s authority) is the one Peter 

mentioned— 
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1 Peter 2:9 (NKJV)  
9  But you are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, His own special people, that 

you may proclaim the praises of Him who called you out of darkness into His marvelous light; 

 

 

 

Of course this is a reference to the people of God in the new covenant—the Church. 

 

 

 

In the Old Testament God spoke to His people through prophets like Moses and led them in the 

wilderness by the pillar of cloud by day and the pillar of fire by night. 

 

 

 

Today, God speaks to His people through His Word and leads us by His Holy Spirit. 

 

 

 

When we walk in the Spirit, cling to God’s promises and obey His Word meticulously—we will 

live in our spiritual ‘promised land’—the place of blessing, victory and fruitfulness! 

 

 

 

Unfortunately, many that came out of Egypt under Moses died in the wilderness and never 

entered the Promised Land— 

 

 

 

Hebrews 3:16-19 (NLT)  
16  And who was it who rebelled against God, even though they heard his voice? Wasn’t it the 

people Moses led out of Egypt? 17  And who made God angry for forty years? Wasn’t it the 

people who sinned, whose corpses lay in the wilderness? 18  And to whom was God speaking 

when he took an oath that they would never enter his rest? Wasn’t it the people who disobeyed 

him? 19  So we see that because of their unbelief they were not able to enter his rest. 
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